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The spring/summer seasons are here, with three big events this month 
as per the cover. The calendar is full! However, I know there are other 
groups meeting in town and other events that the community need to 
know about – and that means I want to know too. If you are part of a 
community group, then tell me what you are up to! Anyone can write an 
article and I have some guidelines at www.coromandeltownchronicle.
co.nz/html/guidelines.html to help you get started.

Have a great month.
 Debbie

Disclaimer: The publisher and its editors of the 
Coromandel Town Chronicle shall not be responsible 
in any way for opinions expressed in letters and articles 
contained in the Coromandel Town Chronicle or for 
loss or damage suffered by anyone in reliance upon the 
information contained therein. Further, no endorsement 
of any product or service featured or advertised in 
the Coromandel Town Chronicle should be implied or 
assumed.
ISSN 1178-721X (Print)  ISSN 1179-4895 (Online)

Haere mai. Welcome to the 
Coromandel Town Chronicle

View online at 
www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz

Cover photo: Arts Tour – mix of artist works; Colville 
Festival – Matthew Pike, The Madeleines, Radio Rebelde; 

Coro Kai (photo from previous Seafood Festival)
The Coromandel Town Chronicle 

is published by Jude Publishing Ltd. 
It is delivered free to the Coromandel Town area.

www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz
For advertising please email Debbie on 

corochronicle@gmail.com or phone 
021 235 6648

If you have any news stories that you’d like included 
please email corochronicle@gmail.com

If you are not sure how to put an article together for 
publication then fi nd tips and advice on the website: 
www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz/html/guidelines.html

The Coromandel Town Chronicle is open for everyone 
to contribute, however the editor reserves the right to 

select the articles and letters that are published and edit 
them for clarity and space.

The Coromandel Town Chronicle is printed with 
vegetable oil based inks by Print House Ltd, Hamilton. 

An accredited FSC and PEFC printer. 

Deadline for the next issue is 
4pm Tuesday 15 October. 

Send your letters, articles and advertising 
to corochronicle@gmail.com

Letters 350 words max. 
and articles 600 words max.

Live out of town and would like to 
receive a printed copy? 

Annual subscription costs $57 (incl. GST) 
NZ postage only. See contact details above.

Or download a PDF copy from 
www.coromandeltownchronicle.co.nz

Letters

Email letters and opinion 
pieces to the Coromandel 
Town Chronicle 
corochronicle@gmail.com. 
Contributions should be kept 
short, and should not exceed 
350 words. The editor reserves 
the right to reject letters or edit 
them for clarity and space. 

Editor’s comment

Frazer cars in town
On 4 August Fraser cars came 
through town (photo to the left). 
What a great sight!
From Coromandel Seaview Motel

Local 309 Postage
Hello Debbie,
Your last Coromandel Town Chronicle included an article about local mail 
services between Coromandel and Whitianga – return. The writer is in touch with 
me and trying to gather information on the services that were run. I am sure he 
will produce an interesting little book in time.

The lower item that was illustrated was from a parallel service between the 
towns run by Rev Bill Smith, the local Anglican minister at the time. The upper 
photos are “covers” of transported mail from The “309  Local” service which 
lasted over a few years with a number of issues of the philatelic labels. They 
were carried as envelopes for collectors. Those covers with ordinary postage 
stamps on them have those as they were then posted onwards on arrival in 
Whitianga. Parcels also were carried between the towns, as well as ordinary 
“mail” carried and delivered in the towns and did not have the additional postage 
for regular mail. The service was fi ve days a week and various carriers assisted 
by taking the local mail over the 309 Road .The Coromandel base depot was 
at Coromandel Information Service, at that time at the business premises of 
Coroprint. Today the Coromandel Smoking Co. is located in the building 

These envelopes are unusual and very much a niche collector area, but not 
unlike some hundreds of unusual “Local” and “Phantom” postal services from 
around the world going back to the 1890’s. Not all of them genuinely carried 

mail. But the “309” locals did 
provide a real service, and not just 
for collectors.
From John Rabarts

Mark Gaia    021 295 5532      07 866 8157
COROMANDEL     gaiadecorators@gmail.com
www.gaiadecorators.co.nz

PENINSULA ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD

RAVINDER & SUE RAJ
Registered Electrical Inspector

Free Phone: 0800 4 Electrical (0800 435 328)
E-mail: ravinder@e3.net.nz

P.O. Box 109
Coromandel
Telephone (07) 866 8166

1750 S/H 25
Coromandel

Fax (07) 866 8162
Mobile (0274) 738 734

Commercial & Domestic Electrical Contractors

Emergency
Call 111. AED’s in Coromandel Town: Fire Station, 
Ambulance Station, Four Square, Coro Family Health, 
Bowling Club/RSA, Te Korowai and Phoenix House. 
Although AED’s are important, St John say performing 
continuous chest compressions/calling 111 takes priority. 
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Valid 1st Aug - 30th Sep 2024

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2024 |  MIKRONWOOD, ROLLER & HONEYCOMB BLINDS

www.windoware.co.nz  |  Terms & Conditions Apply

studio@taraking.co.nz
0210391086
@tarakinginteriors
tarakinginteriors

www.taraking.co.nz

www.windoware.co.nz Terms & Conditions Apply

Rapaura Watergardens
586 Tapu-Coroglen Road, Coromandel

Gardens Open: 9am-5pm, 
7 days a week including Public Holidays

Entrance Fees: 
Adults: $15, Child: $5 (aged 5-15)

For more information please visit:
www.rapaura.com

Rapaura Watergardens
Whilst the Watergardens emerge from 
winter hibernation, there is a fl urry of 
activity to prepare for the upcoming season 
beginning in October. The waterlilies are 
not fl owering yet (they fl ower November 
to March) but there is lots of colour from 
other fl ora. It is not yet known if the cafe 
will be opening on a daily basis (please 
check out website for any updates), 
however, the gardens are open from 
9am-5pm daily and the accommodation, 
which has been freshened up during 
winter, is once again available. Bookings 
are being taken for group visits and 
weddings. 
For any queries, please contact Sacha on 
021 423 129 or info@rapaura.com 

Coromandel Town Information Centre
By Sue Ngamane

Signs of spring are everywhere, with the ducks at the James Reserve coming out with their 
ducklings being shown the places where there might be a morsel or two to be garnered from 
Weta or a quick steal from Helen’s food bowl before being unceremoniously herded from the 
café by the staff.

The hydrangeas have been removed from the garden on James Reserve and replaced 
with green foliage plantings. Although many tourists took selfi es in front of the fl owering 
hydrangeas, it is a reminder that the only constant thing in life is change and we have no doubt 
that as the plants become established it will be as picturesque, just different.

Many of our visitors take great delight in hearing what the locals do in the off-season, so we 
are able to give them a sneak peek at what we get up to when their backs are turned. There are 
the Pizza Sundays at the Star and Garter – $1 from each pizza being donated to a community 
group. Quiz nights at the Garter, which this year has attracted no less than 14 teams, a record 
since they fi rst started hosting these nights there – Wednesday night is a busy night. There was 
the Top Pub’s hunting competition at the end of September that proved to be extremely popular 
with the section for children being particularly well patronised. 

The Coromandel Town Information Centre has been given a radio spot on CFM on a 
Tuesday afternoon where we discuss things that are on, coming up and tidbits from the past – so 
worth a listen at 3pm on Tuesday afternoons. CFM have also asked if we can put them in touch 
with any who may be holding an event, fundraiser, occasion in our town, so please send us your 
details and Coro FM will contact you directly.

Mark in your calendars the Coromandel Open Studio Arts Tour 2024 Saturday 5, Sunday 
6, Saturday 12, Sunday 13 October – each year this event increases in numbers and it is well 
worth picking up a catalogue from the Information Centre and treating yourself to a unique 
opportunity to see the artists in their natural habitat. Saturday 12 October is the Colville 
Junction Potting Party, 10.30am-2.30pm, potting native seedlings for transplanting, Wharf 
Road, Colville. Get up there early to enjoy the French pastries from the Colville Café – make a 
day of it.

We are soon to welcome a new recruit to the team – Viv will be the new face (and voice) at 
the Centre. Please pop in and make yourself known.
Coromandel Town Information Centre, 74 Kapanga Road, Coromandel Town, (07) 866 8598, 
info@coromandeltown.nz, www.coromandeltown.nz. Opening hours 10am-3pm daily

Coro Kai 
By Abby and Joss

Expanding on the theme of the previous 
and successful Coromandel Town Seafood 
Fest, this event will be a celebration of 
local producers, food, market stalls with 
demonstrations, and some fun activities. 

To be held on the bottom fi eld of 
Coromandel Area School on Saturday 
5 October. Funds raised from the gate 
taking will go to the school to support 
Coromandel Area School fundraising.
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Derek Stewart
CP Eng MIPENZ

llandemengineering@gmail.com
(07) 866 6704
027 442 4234

Scott Revell

CILT
The Bizarre by Sam Ward
Got things you don’t use or need anymore? 
Feel like helping people? Want to get rid 
of things belonging to your ex? Then there 
is a place in Coromandel Town called The 
Bizarre. They have been open for years and 
all the staff help each other keep The Bizarre 
moving and in tip-top shape! They take all 
your stuff, like toys, books, plates and other 
things, and clean them up to sell to the fair 
people of Coromandel and beyond. If you 
want to give to others in need (or stick it to 
your ex), then The Bizarre is the place for 
you! 
Te Mana Tangata
We’re looking for more participants to join 
our awesome group at Te Mana Tangata! Te 

Mana Tangata, 
located at 100 
Pound Street, 
Coromandel, is a 
welcoming place 
where people 
can socialise, 
have fun and 
learn new skills. 
This programme 
supports all 
residents of our 
township and 
surrounding 

areas, as well as youth transitioning from 
school into employment and training. 
Additionally, Te Mana Tangata offers art 
workshops every Tuesday and Thursday, 
providing a creative outlet for our partici-
pants.
What do we do?
At Te Mana Tangata there is always 
something happening! Our activities include:
• Learning new digital skills
• Creating art and exploring creatively
• Engaging in community gardening 
projects
• Participating in various activities within 
the Coromandel community
• Cooking and eating lunch together
Get Involved
We’re always open to new activities. If there 
is something you are passionate about or 
would like to try, let us know!

Pick up a schedule of what we’re up to 
at Te Pūtahi Whaiora, located at 150 Pound 
Street, or contact operations@cilt.org.nz for 
more information! 
InZone Career Kiosk  
Have you been in and tried out our InZone 
Career Kiosk yet? The InZone Kiosk is 
your go-to spot for career exploration! Dive 
into a treasure trove of career videos, each 
showcasing real-life professionals sharing 
their stories. Just log in with your mobile 
number or email address, explore careers, and 
hit the “I’m Interested” button on anything 
that catches your eye. 
After your session, 
you’ll get a message 
with all the careers 
you picked. 

Pop in to Te Pūtahi 
Whaiora located at 
150 Pound Street, 
Coromandel and 
explore the catalogue 
of videos. 

Fruit Tree Planting
Our team got their hands dirty last Friday 
planting new fruit trees outside of Te 
Pūtahi Whaiora! This initiative is all about 
increasing access to fresh, healthy produce 
for everyone in our community. By growing 
our own fruit, we’re not only fostering a 
greener environment but also supporting 
local health and well-being. Once the trees 
are producing, those in our community are 
welcome to help themselves to the fruit! A 
big thank you to the Thames-Coromandel 
District Council for the donation of the fruit 
trees.

Coromandel Cancer Support Group
By John Walker 

Coromandel Cancer Support Group volunteers collected $1,600 
on Daffodil Day in Coromandel Town on 30 August. I wish to 
thank the volunteers and the public for the work and donations, 
which supports the Cancer Society to provide services for the many 
cancer patients. Many local people have enjoyed the comfort and 
support staying at the Lions Lodge in Hamilton while undergoing 
treatment. We were fortunate this year to get fresh daffodils 
from Cambridge. We also gathered some from kind people in 
Coromandel Town. Our thanks also to Coromandel Four Square, 
with Chris and Leanne both providing raffl es on the day, plus the 
James and Turner and the Medical Centre collections.

Our group continues to meet the second Tuesday of each month 
at the ambulance station. We welcome new cancer patients and 
support people to join us for morning tea. We have seen good 
attendances with new people bringing new ideas and personal 
experiences. We want to reach out to members who have to travel 
to Coromandel Town from further north. I plan to meet up with the 
Whitianga group who are active in the community.
John Walker, cancer volunteer Coromandel, phone 027 482 0435
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CONDITIONS APPLY

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY

THAI GREEN 
CHICKEN CURRY  

WITH RICE $25

PULLED PORK 
BURGER  

WITH CHIPS $16 

CONDITIONS APPLY

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY

GET YOUR PIZZA LOYALTY CARD  
BUY 10 GET ONE FREE 

ADD ANOTHER  
LAMB SHANK FOR $8

MASH & CARROTS

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK

CONDITIONS APPLY CONDITIONS APPLY

LOADED 
FRIES $22

BEEF BRISKET 
NACHOS $25

BBQ PULLED PORK, JALAPENOS,  
CHEESE, SOUR CREAM    

ON CRISP CORN CHIPS WITH SOUR CREAM, 
CHEESE, CHILLI BEANS AND SALSA

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY

PORK HOCK OR 
LAMB SHANK

WINTER
PIZZA

$15

$25

 FINISHING 31ST OCTOBER
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Embroiderers’ Guild
By Heather Arthur

Another great gathering of ladies at our 
monthly meeting in the St John rooms, with a 
lovely display on the show ’n tell table again. 
Several pots from Ailie Snow’s class held in 
late August were on show. The class was a 
real hit with the eight ladies attending and has 
produced a wonderful variety of little bowls 
with all sorts of fi nishes and stitching.

All of our “show ’n tell” work is now on 
our Facebook www.facebook.com/coroman-
delembroiderersguild.

The Aemilia Ars class was a treasure for 
the traditional embroiderers and a challenge 
for most. I’m sure some of our ladies will 
fi nish their pieces and show them at our 
annual exhibition in November or maybe 
even for next month’s show ’n tell. I can’t 
wait to see them.

Our Coromandel Guild is part of the 
Northern North Island region of the ANZEG 
and each Guild in the area has a turn to host 
the other Guilds in their region. In early 
October Warkworth & Hibiscus Coast Guilds 

will put on speakers and morning tea at a 
venue at Dairy Flat. It’s a great time to hear 
how and what other Guilds are doing from 
a report by each President, as well as see 
a smaller exhibition of each others’ work 
and of course catch up with other Guilds’ 
members. 

If you would like to give embroidery 

a go we would be so pleased to hear from 
you. Come along, and although our year has 
nearly ended it’s a great time to give yourself 
a new challenge for next year.
Contact Helen Pearce, ph (07) 866 8460, 
coromandelembroidery1@gmail.com

Thames Animal Rescue
By Alice and John Parris

Firstly thank mews to everyone who has donated food for the 
rescue kitties; this is truly appreciated. Also thank you for the 
towels and bedding donated.

Our rescue kitties have become supersensitive to any suitcase 
being packed, large or overnight. We realised this as another 
three-day trip to Waikato for her indoors came up, but they are 
incredible really and care deeply for us humans when not well. 
These bag pack sessions mean the cats go on high alert and deeply 
mindful and watchful of said humans, and then the cats get worse 
when one arrives home from the hospitial. But we love them. 

Things are very quiet here, with one human in longterm 
recovery and the other trying to cope with it all, our funds 
diminishing quickly and lots lof things around here needing doing 
inclusive of getting a bin in to do another clean up. Funding not in 
that area right now, we have issues with lights in house and have 
that to sort as well and just lots of things to be sorted and done. 
Thankfully the cats are behaving and are doing their thing around 
here. The luxury for most is to just go and enjoy the outdoor world. 
The trio down bottom are also in their routine and happy.

Wanted – cat food: tinned, salmon, sachets, sardines, pet milk, 
also cat toys. 

Any fi nancial blessings to Thames Animal Rescue Team 06 
0457 0095150 01 with reference of where you would like us to 
spend the blessing. Meow furr now.
Any enquiries to Thames Animal Rescue, ph (07) 868 2907 
afternoons best

Richard Chrisp’s 80th Birthday
To celebrate his 80th birthday Richard, Uli and Bruno invite 
friends to join them 10am-3pm on Sunday 3 November at Driving 
Creek Railway, Coromandel Town. Theme: Tropical, sort of 
Brazilian/Tahitian! 

Bring your own wine. No prezzies, but fl owers and/or a bottle 
of wine would be welcome. 

Catering by Giovannia Asulea. Koha $5pp. 
Supper 6-8pm Faré Tahihi 130 Pagitt Street. Dogs welcome on 

leash. Children, too. Music by Miles Watson. Info 027 373 4848. 
11am Champagne Breakfast at the Eyefull Tower – all aboard!
Haere mai!
Visit the exhibition on the day at DCR galley and of course take 

a train ride.
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Age Concern Hauraki 
Coromandel 
Age Concern Hauraki Coromandel needs 
your help!
I am not sure how many of you know that we 
rely on donations and funding to support us so 
we can continue providing vital services for 
older adults in our community. 

Your donation will directly fund programs 
like our strength and balance classes, 
Chinwag Café, visiting services, and essential 
information sharing. These services are 
critical in keeping our older adults connected, 
active, and supported. 

As a small, self-funded charity, we urgently need donations to 
sustain and grow our work across the Hauraki Coromandel. Every 
dollar makes a difference—please donate today to help us continue 
supporting our community’s well-being! Or perhaps you would 
like to become a member? It is only $15 per year for a single 
person, or $20 a couple. 

Exclusive benefi ts of membership include:
• Receiving the quarterly newsletter in the post. Or you can 
choose to have this emailed.
• Receiving email updates and information on local events or 
news that may be of interest.
• As a fi nancial member, your voice can be heard at our 
Volunteer Board Meetings. You can meet with one or all of our 
Board members and/or present your case at a full Board meeting.
• You will be invited to our AGM and have voting and 
nomination rights.
To donate or become a member via our secure gateway on our 
website, please visit: www.achc.org.nz 

Patchwork and 
Quilters 
By Sue Smith

Our recent show and 
tell produced three 
fi nished quilts. The 
Crazy Quilt As You 
Go was started a 
couple of years ago 
by Fi. She is delighted 
to have it fi nished, 
although a little shy to show us.

The other two were made by Pauline: one for her latest grandson 
and the other “Chandelier” for her daughter who is turning 40 in the 
coming year. Good to 
be organised for these 
special events.

Well done ladies. 
We meet at the 

St John Ambulance 
Rooms on the 1st and 
3rd Monday of each 
month. Feel free to call 
in and see what we are 
up to.
Contact President, 
Fiona Neal 027 373 
6991 or Secretary, 
Tina Hvidberg 
Pedersen 021 594 706

Baby quilt by Pauline

Crazy Quilt As You Go, by Fi
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JOHNSTON FENCING

PHONE ROSS
021 395 900

Team Ashman Ltd
trading as James & Turner (2022) 
131 Kapanga Road
Coromandel Town
Rob & Jeni Ashman
Ph: 07 866 8805
info@jamesandturner.co.nz

 search “James & Turner”

Boat parking at the 
rear of the shop 

- turn by the Four Square
Rob & Jeni Ashman Owners / Operators

Rob - 027 592 7180  |  Jeni - 021 636 119  |  Shop - 07 866 8797 
teamashman201@xtra.co.nz  |  95 Kapanga Road Coromandel

Coromandel Rescue 
Helicopter Trust
Rescue helicopter trust checks in for another year
It’s been 12 years since the Coromandel Rescue Helicopter Trust 
took off. Now after its recent annual general meeting, chairman John 
Stephenson and his trustees are looking at what lies ahead. 

With a focus on providing ground facilities to support rescue 
helicopter operations, the trust is also in the business of raising money 
to ensure ongoing rescue helicopter operations into the Coromandel 
Peninsula. 

Signifi cant local funding support over the past 12 years has enabled 
the trust to provide a hangar and crew accommodation facilities at the 
Whitianga airfi eld. 

The facility was further enhanced this year to assist helicopter 
operations and patient handling, the trust achieving this with 
assistance from Pub Charity and the Auckland Rescue Helicopter 
Trust which is the primary provider of the rescue helicopter service.

John describes the trust over the past 12 months as being quite 
lucky when it comes to funding, mentioning the support of key 
sponsors and the many people from local communities who make a 
regular fl ow of unsolicited donations. 

The rescue helicopter does not receive direct government funding, 
missions are part paid by the Accident Compensation Commission, 
the other half requires funding raised by the rescue helicopter trusts. 

And a quick reality check: the average cost for an hour-long 
mission for the helicopter and crew is around $8,000, which does not 
include all of the support costs behind that.

Average annual mission numbers for the Coromandel Peninsula are 
around 180 which means the annual helicopter airtime is nearly $1.5 
million.

The establishment of the Whitianga base has meant that crews 
and a machine are based on the Coromandel Peninsula during peak 
holiday periods – this year involved a six-week period.

A further positive attraction is the location of a 30,000-litre fuel 
storage area alongside the hangar, thus ensuring long distance fl ights 
can be operated off the Coromandel Peninsula coast knowing there is 
an available fuel source.

Details regarding the Trust and funding can be found at the website 
www.coromandelrescue.org.nz.
August Coromandel statistics
01.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Whitianga to assist a female patient in 
her 50’s suffering a medical complaint. She was fl own to Thames 
Hospital in a serious condition.

06.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Kauaeranga Valley to assist with a 
motor vehicle accident. Crew were stood down enroute and returned 
to base.

07.08.2024 – Crew tasked to assist with the interhospital transfer 

of a male patient in his 70’s suffering a medical complaint. He was 
fl own from Thames Hospital to Auckland City Hospital in a serious 
condition.

14.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Thames to assist a female patient in 
her 80’s suffering a medical complaint. She was fl own to Waikato 
Hospital in a moderate condition.

15.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Coromandel to assist a male patient 
in his 80’s suffering a medical complaint. He was fl own to Waikato 
Hospital in a serious condition.

15.08.2024 – Crew tasked to assist with the interhospital transfer of a 
female patient in her 80’s suffering a medical complaint. She was fl own 
from Thames Hospital to Waikato Hospital in a critical condition.

27.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Thames alongside our emergency 
partners to assist a female patient in her 30’s involved in a motor 
vehicle rollover accident. Transportation to hospital by helicopter was 
not required and crew returned to base.

30.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Thames to assist a female patient in 
her 70’s suffering a medical complaint. She was fl own to Waikato 
Hospital in a critical condition.

30.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Whangamata to assist a male patient 
in his 50’s involved in a chainsaw accident. He was fl own to Waikato 
Hospital in a serious condition.

30.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Whitianga to assist a female patient 
in her 70’s suffering a medical complaint. She was fl own to Thames 
Hospital in a serious condition.

31.08.2024 – Crew tasked to Thames to assist a child suffering 
a medical complaint. The child was fl own to Starship Hospital in a 
critical condition.
For more information, please contact 
 John Stephenson 027 437 5321

Inspired by meeting you
By Sue Philbin
I saw you walking down the beach, gold sand, blue sea, and into view.
I felt inspired to write this verse, inspired by meeting you.
“My dog has taste,” I thought to myself, as he ran up to your feet.
A handsome man with twinkling eyes behind tinted glass and beard so neat.
Buddy introduced himself, so I stopped to say, “hello”.
You stopped to stroke his sand-fi lled coat, in no great rush to go.
And in that brief encounter, you said the “pick-up” line,
That I should take your number
For a house sitter, I may need – in time .
You’re heading west the following week, it’s travelling north for me
We’ll stay in touch and maybe meet, for a coffee or cup of tea.
You said you’d come to visit my home, if coffee I will make,
“I’m more than happy,” I replied and thought, “I’ll bake a cake.”
You turned and walked on down the beach but looked back once I note,
I continued with my dog, towards the distant shore remote.
I tried to follow your sandy prints but the tide washed them away,
A brief encounter that enlightened a bracing, bright and sunny day.
So much information in one very brief exchange.
I saw you walking down the beach and wondered if my life would change!

I saw you walking down the beach, gold sand, blue sea, and out of view.
I felt inspired to write this verse, inspired by meeting you 

POETRY
SPOT
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SOLD

SOLD

Kim 
021 533 174 
Licensed Branch 

Manager 

Lynne 
Office 

Administrator

Melissa 
027 249 8287

Licensed  
Salesperson 

Laurie-Ann 
027 927 6368 

Property  
Manager

151 Kapanga Road, Coromandel
Phone: 07 866 8900  

www.richardsons.co.nz
coromandel@richardsons.co.nz 

Set between Long Bay and town, this 1,230m2 property would be perfect 
as a holiday base! Open-plan living, 2brms, utility room, garage & 
harbour views. Bring the family, boat and enjoy fishing trips! $665,000

Bring your building sketches to reality! A wonderful 632m2 section in 
Greenhills, with ornamental trees and fabulous vege gardens already 
established. Relatively easy walk to most of town’s amenities. $360,000

Our township 
Section listings

41B Whangapoua Road - $395,000

41C Whangapoua Road - $425,000

89 Greenhills Drive - $360,000

1 Cherry Lane - $365,000

395A Driving Creek Road - $495,000

1092 Driving Creek Road - $395,000

Great central location. Fenced 1,424m2 section, 
2brm home, lrg garage & storage shed. $810,000

Permanent or holiday… its perfect! Dble garage, 
3brms, 2bath, lrg studio & fenced.  $849,000

 Wake to this panoramic view! Private 3,306m2 
section, 4brms, 3bthrms. PARADISE! O/O $1.3M

Attention 1st home buyers! Redecorated 3brm 
home, 2bthrms, garage & carport. $655,000

Awesome family property. 3brm home, studio, 
decking, garage/wrkshp, pool & spa. $765,000

45m2 garage + sep studio on 606m2 section. 
2brm home with good decking.  $595,000

Elizabeth Park village – sunny 2brm home with 
open-plan living and garage/studio. $475,000

 Immac 3brm brick home with excellent garaging 
& huge parking area on 5,912m2 section. $1.6M
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BUILDING CENTRE

PH: 866 8848
“We’ll see you right”

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Coromandel Town Adult Ballet class
By Marilyn Swan 

Celebrate International Day of the Older Person on 
Tuesday 1 October.

Our fi rst Coromandel Ballet class for adult learners was held in October 2019. 
It seems a fi tting stretch to speak about our class some fi ve years on and continuing 
strongly with the introduction of Silver Swans, a Royal Academy of Dance initiative 
worldwide in 2017 with Australia and NZ in 2019.

The 2024 WHO theme is Powered by Connection, which recognizes the profound 
impact that meaningful relationships and social connections have on our health and 
well-being. 

On Wednesday mornings our Powered by Connection class is ballet. We keep each 
other going. Whether you’re 5 or 85, there’s always something to learn and appreciate 
about this beautiful art form.

Silver Swans® Licensees are trained specifi cally to teach ballet to adults with a 
range of abilities. Earlier this year, I decided to become Royal Academy of Dance 
Silver Swan’s Licensed. 

Silver Swans® classes have been designed for the over-55s, but whatever your 
age, this class provides wonderful benefi ts with elegant exercise to beautiful music, 
developing, good posture, self-esteem and the chance to make new friends in a safe and 
encouraging environment.

Whether you’ve never danced before or want to get back into the swing of it, this 
class has something for everyone.

The benefi ts of dance are well documented and research often puts dance ahead of 
other physical activities for the variety of health and social benefi ts that it brings. Dance 
classes can be great places to meet new people with a shared passion and joy for life.

It is never too late to experience the benefi ts of ballet. If you are someone who used 
to learn, or have always wanted to, come and join our weekly class. All levels and 
experience are welcome.

Our weekly Ballet Class is a connected and committed group who would love 
to welcome new people.The class is held in the Citizens’ Hall on Wednesdays from 
10-11.15am. The fee is $15 per class.

There is a professional and friendly approach to the traditional class format 
consisting of a gentle warm up, barre, followed by centre practice incorporating various 
music, styles and arrangements to maintain interest.

You can start or reintegrate ballet into your life at any age. With careful tuition, 
participants have found that they have improved 
posture, mobility, memory, balance, strength, 
fl exibility and mental and spiritual wellbeing 
through moving to the music.

Marilyn Swan – professional teacher of dance 
for 48 years. Life Registered Teacher of the Royal 
Academy of Dance. Silver Swans Licensee. 
Approved through Live Stronger For Longer 
initiative.
For enquiries and further information, please contact 
Marilyn 027 336 5263, email swanebbs@gmail.com

Hon Scott 
Simpson 
MP for 
Coromandel
During September I 
visited the new solar 
farm which is being 
developed just south of 
Whitianga. The project 
is part of Lodestone 
Energy’s plans to build fi ve large solar facilities 
around New Zealand. When the solar farm in 
our region is up and running next year, it’s 
expected to generate enough power for 6,800 
homes. 

Importantly, the solar panels are two metres 
up off the ground, which allows the land to 
be sheep farmed. It’s exciting to see how this 
development mixes conventional farming and 
solar renewable energy. All in all, I can’t wait 
for this project to come online as it will make 
our region more resilient.

Last month also saw the confi rmation of the 
2024-2027 National Land Transport Programme 
which will create a more reliable and effi cient 
transport network that boosts economic growth 
and productivity. 

The package is underpinned by a record 
investment of $32.9 billion over three years but 
just spending more money doesn’t necessarily 
deliver better results. We are committed to 
making sure that every dollar is spent wisely on 
projects that enable Kiwis to get to where they 
want to go, quickly and safely.

Locally, the NLTP confi rmed the 
replacement of three bridges in our region 
which had previously been announced, notably 
the Pepe Stream Bridge at Tairua. There’s 
also more funding for pothole repairs and road 
maintenance across the Waikato region.

Finally, I’m thrilled that Pharmac has 
decided to fund insulin pumps and continuous 
glucose monitors for those suffering from type 1 
diabetes, starting from Tuesday 1 October.

I have heard from many people who have 
raised their concerns about the affordability of 
these products. This announcement will come as 
a relief to those living with type 1 diabetes, and 
it will make a real difference in our region and 
across the country.

Earlier in the year the government signifi -
cantly increased Pharmac’s funding, which 
enabled greater access to life-changing cancer 
drugs and other treatments. It’s terrifi c to see 
this positive momentum continuing with the 
provision of insulin pumps and CGMs.
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Library News
By Paul Lawrence

Our community library is trucking along as it should. No major problems and no issues, 
(apart from the odd computer glitch). These are in the process of being addressed, and 
soon, all should be well.

Our car boot sale is always a delight for those who attend. We will be having some 
competition from the weekly market day, but hopefully our once-a-month 
effort will still be supported. Next car boot sale is Saturday 5 October 
9am to 12 noon, Woollams Avenue Carpark. As we are a community 
library, and therefore self-funded, we rely on that income for the 
purchase of new books. 

This week’s reviews are a mixed bag, but come recommended by 
other readers.
The Lost Letters of Rose Carey – by Julie Bennett
Sydney, 1923 and Rose Carey is in the middle of another scandal. After 
nearly dying, facing bankruptcy, and romantic rumours, Rose decides she 
must take matters into her own hands.

She discovers that her accident may not have actually been an accident. 
In 2024, while working on a documentary, videographer Emma Quinn 

discovers a box of handwritten letters belonging to Rose Carey. Deciding 
to read them, Emma discovers a deadly secret.
Past Lying by Val McDermid 
Another in the DCI Karen Pirie series that fi nds our protagonist realising 
that a writer’s manuscript is the blueprint of an actual crime. The plot 
has chilling similarities to the disappearance of an Edinburgh University 
student. Will the manuscript unravel the mystery? 
Murray Ball, A Cartoonist’s Life – by Mason Ball
Written by Murray’s son, this tells the story of the long years of hard 
graft that went into creating “The Dog”.

See the real-life backstory to all the characters created and read about 
the family history. A true Kiwi story. For all those who enjoyed the 
cartoons, this is an insightful story. Well worth the read.

Grey Power 
Coromandel 
Inc 
By Patricia Whimp

Today we had a coffee morning with 16 of our 
lovely Grey Power members. The discussions of 
the day were around mobile phones, ipads and 
computers – how to keep them running, clearing 
out old fi les on your computers, learning about 
spam and junk emails – what to look for, 
blocking email senders and blocking nuisance 
callers, etc. We all learnt something new, and a 
couple of members have a problem or two that 
need more research.

The October meeting is on Thursday 17 
October at St John Rooms, 1.30pm with a 
member from Kiwibank as the speaker. We 
hope the weather will be warmer and less windy 
by the time of our next meeting – guess it is 
spring and this is typical weather for this time 
of year.

November meeting is planned as a 5pm 
meeting to encourage our “younger” members 
to join in – more details next month.

Stay safe and warm and if you would like 
more information regarding Grey Power, please 
be in touch with anyone below.
President - Brian 027 319 0172 (beeandgee@
hotmail.co.nz), Vice-President – Barbara 
O’Reilly 027 209 8595 (bor375@gmail.com) or 
Membership Secretary - Carol 021 081 66129 
(carolcarson@xtra.co.nz) or myself 0274 985 227 
(greypowercoro@outlook.com) 
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PO Box 23, 1740 Tiki Road, Coromandel

CRAIG DUDSON
Phone/Fax 866 8814 

A/Hrs 866 8837

Plumbing, Drainlaying and Gasfitting

COROMANDEL
PLUMBING

(1986) LTD

1490 Tiki Road, Coromandel

027 482 1291

Natural Medical Centre  

At Tiki House,  
Coromandel.

For appointments,                                                                                                                                   
phone or text: 021 046 1647 
or email: annk-b@ps.gen.nz 

www.naturalmedicalcentre.co.nz           

Ann Kerr-Bell
B.Hlth.Sc. (Comp.Med.)
Adv.Dip.Naturopathy

Adv.Dip.Med.Herb. MNZAMH

Naturopath
Medical Herbalist

Nutritionist 
Massage Therapist

Coromandel 
Workers Council
By Benjamin Rudolph 

Constructive Dismissal
Constructive dismissal 
refers to any situation where you, the 
employee, feel compelled to resign from 
your position because of intolerable working 
conditions as a result of the actions or 
inactions of your employer.

Constructive dismissal occurs when 
your employer makes your workplace so 
unbearable that you have no other choice 
but to resign. Constructive dismissals can be 
categorised in the following three ways:
• Forced Resignation: Your employer asks 
you to resign or face dismissal.
• Coerced to Resign: Your employer 
engages in deliberate behavior with the sole 
purpose of pressuring you into resigning.
• Breach of Duty: Your employer breaches 
your employment contract, violating their 
duty of good faith, which leads to your 
resignation.

In each of these cases, it does not matter 
whether your employer set out to make you 
resign, but rather whether their actions and 
conduct made your resignation reasonably 
foreseeable.

A constructive dismissal claim can be 
complex, and the evidence for the claim rests 
on you, the employee, to produce. Therefore, 
in order to have a successful claim, you must 
be able to demonstrate that your employer’s 
conduct was suffi ciently serious to cause you 
to resign. The kind of evidence you may need 
to produce could include:
• Clear breaches of your employment 
contract: Such as unpaid wages or a reduction 
in your contracted hours without your 
agreement.
• Failing to address your grievances: If you 
have raised concerns with your employer 
in the past and they have ignored them, this 
could very likely indicate that they are acting 
in bad faith with you.

It’s important to remember that a claim 
of constructive dismissal does not have to 
result from one type of event; it could be due 
to numerous situations in your workplace or 
inactions by your employer. For example:
• Repeatedly being assigned unproductive 
or degrading tasks not outlined as part of 
your normal duties.
• Working excessively under signifi cant 
stress and without any support.

• Having your employment terms altered 
without your consent.

It should be noted that there will be 
situations in your working life that are 
considered normal and cannot form part of a 
constructive dismissal claim, such as being 
asked to perform tasks outside of your normal 
scope or facing performance management for 
valid reasons.

As with all employment issues, communi-
cation is key. You must allow your employer 
an opportunity to address any issues that 
you have before you resign for constructive 
dismissal reasons. This also means that you 
should keep clear records of all of the issues 
that you have with your employer. A record 
of when each issue was raised is critical in 
order to have a good chance when taking a 
claim for constructive dismissal further. This 
is why we always recommend that you use 
emails with a read receipt when communicat-
ing with your employer. If you plan to take a 
case to the Employment Relations Authority 
(ERA), they will dismiss your claim if you 
cannot provide suffi cient proof that you have 
been in communication with your employer 
about this matter.

Of course, there are exceptions to this rule 
where you would not be required to notify 

your employer. These are cases where the 
conduct of your employer is so serious that 
all trust and confi dence inherent in a usual 
employer/employee relationship has been 
completely destroyed. In cases of blatant 
breaches – such as any form of abuse or 
withholding pay – the requirement for prior 
notifi cation is reduced.

Keep in mind also that if you resign 
before your employer has a chance to correct 
the matter, it may appear as though you have 
resigned of your own free will and without 
cause on your employer’s part. It’s likely 
that your employer would argue that your 
resignation was premature, given that they 
were actively seeking a resolution.

For a constructive dismissal claim to 
be successful, it is up to you to show that 
your employer’s conduct was the primary 
cause of your resignation. If there is more 
than one reason for your resignation, the 
deciding factor must still be attributed to your 
employer.

If you think you may have grounds for a 
constructive dismissal but are unsure, please 
get in touch with us to see how we can help.

Ngā mini.
www.cwc.org.nz, tautoko@cwc.org.nz, 
027 296 5276 

Dream big in small gardens
National Gardening Week: 21-28 October
Forget the quarter-acre section. With just a patio 
or small balcony, you can still have a thriving 
food and fl ower garden. This National Gardening 
Week, think about embracing your small space.

A well-organised little garden can yield a 
variety of fresh vegetables, fl owers and fruit trees, 
maximising productivity, even in limited areas. 

Go potty – big pots, small pots – vegetables 
such as lettuce, cherry tomatoes, capsicum; leafy 
greens such as spinach, silverbeet and choy sum; and root vegetables like carrots, radishes, 
beetroot and shallots all grow happily in containers.

Berries are a great choice for pots – blueberries, dwarf raspberries, blackberries and of 
course strawberries.

Fruit trees in pots are a brilliant addition to a tiny garden. Not just pretty but productive 
too. Citrus, apple, nectarine or fi g trees are all excellent choices.

Think vertical – trellis, wire or mesh fi xed against walls makes an ideal frame for 
climbers such as beans, tomatoes, grapes or roses.

Go for no-fuss fl owers that provide bursts of colour and attract bees– marigolds, pansies, 
petunias, lobelia and alyssum.  Don’t forget spring bulbs.

Fragrant plants like lavender, freesias, daphne or night-scented stock and star jasmine 
will simply transport you. A water feature in a tiny space has a big impact.
Established in 2015, National Gardening Week aims to foster a love of gardening with a focus 
on growing not only plants but friendships, good health, strong communities and closer 
connections with nature



TLC FOR HISTORIC 
TROUGH
Some of you have 
been wondering 
why the historic 
trough on Rings 
Road has been 
emptied. The old 
concrete trough 
was originally built to water stock and 
horses and, more recently, held some 
plantings. Due to cracking, we’ve put 
an end to plantings to keep our trough 
around for a while longer.

Manaia garden 
grows resilience
Community members, students at 
Te Wharekura o Manaia, kuia and 

share kai and a blessing to mark the 
opening of Manaia’s new community 
garden, Te Pikorua o Rongo.

Manaia community members, Ally 
and Andy Brown, have played a 
guiding role in bringing Te Pikorua 
o Rongo to fruition, with the help of 
Cyclone Recovery funding of $10,500. 
The Tupu Kai (grow the food) 
initiative is designed to help smaller, 
rural communities like Manaia 
become more resilient when isolated 
by emergency events.

Our Council decided at its 3 September 

from last October. That means we’ll 

Councillor at the next local body 
elections in October 2025.

The decision to establish Te Tara o Te 

councillors for, one abstention, and one 
vote against. The new ward will cover the 

whole district and have one councillor 

other wards, community boards and 
councillor numbers remain unchanged.

A referendum will be held at the same 
time as the 2025 local elections to 
determine if our district continues to have 

tcdc.govt.nz/maori-ward

New Ma-ori Ward for 2025

A word from our Board 

“Last month was a 
key moment for our 
district’s representation 
arrangements. I believe we’ve taken 
a positive step forward to include 

making process. Congratulations to all 

that our businesses can punch above 
their weight despite the challenges 
of our more remote location. And if 
you’re visiting over Labour Weekend, 
remember to drive safely and come and 

News in brief
At its last meeting on 17 September, 
the Board:
• Discussed the issue of reducing 

speed limits in the Little Bay Area. 

government for clearer guidance.
• Received an Emergency Management 

cyclone recovery costs have exceeded 
$170 million with much of this secured 
from government funding.

• Received an update on the carpark 
area at the back of Hauraki House. It is 
budgeted to receive a full refurbish in 

, at 9am, 
355 Kapanga Road. 

Coromandel
-Colville

Community Board

UPDATE

October 2024

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames

Phone: 07 868 0200
Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS
There will be no kerbside 
collections on Labour Day 
public holiday on Monday 

collections (rubbish and 
food scraps) will take 
place a day later than usual. Check out 
tcdc.govt.nz/bindays
RTS will be open on Labour Day Monday 

tcdc.govt.nz/rts

CONGRATULATIONS
Kudos to our local 
Hauraki Coromandel 

Excellence Finalists:
Pahi Coastal Walk, Te 

Kouma Heights Glamping and Shelly 
Beach Top 10 Coromandel. Category 
Excellence Finalists: The Waterworks 

Service to Business 
Award: Jennifer Ashman of Coromandel 
Business Association. Winners will be 
announced at the gala dinner in Thames 

�
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THAMES            WHITIANGA            COROMANDEL

BRENDA FLAY, SOLICITOR:  
Travels to Coromandel on Tuesdays.  

PARTNERS: Hayley Green and Brenda Flay

THAMES OFFICE:  
PHONE: EMAIL: 
COROMANDEL OFFICE:

OUR SERVICES

TREE WORK
Call 027 451 2224 

or 07 866 8177
www.dynamictreecare.co.nz

Email: dynamictreecare@gmail.com

Mahamudra
By Roy Fraser, Centre Director

My usual annual migration sees 
me spending summer working 
in Mongolia and summer in 
Colville; defi nitely over airports 
and airplanes, but rewarding work. 
I am developing two centres, one for teaching Buddhist Philosophy 
in Kharkhorin, the ancient capital of Mongolia, named by Lama Zopa 
Rinpoche as Potala Centre for Developing Compassion and Wisdom, 
and the other a Wellness Retreat Centre by some hot springs. The area 
is called Tsagaan Zum (White Monastery) after the monastery which 
was located there but destroyed by the communists during the 1937 
purges. The Retreat Centre is called Crystal Springs. Normally I come 
back to Colville mid-October to mid-November when it starts to get too 
cold, with temperatures plunging to below minus 30°c.

As many of you know I, along with my partner Sally, founded the 
Mahamudra Centre in 1980. Every action starts with the thought and 
the thought of Mahamudra Centre started with a thought while I was 
retreating with Lama Zopa Rinpoche at Lauwdo in the Himalayas near 
Mt Everest. I felt Buddhism had so much to offer the west and in order 
to bring authentic teachers of the Tibetan Mahayana Vajrayana tradition 
for all interested. So Mahamudra Centre is my baby and recently has 
been on life support while going through a period of change. So I 
returned earlier this year and have been appointed Centre Director to 
get the Centre open and fl ourishing again. It will be a while before 
we have accommodation available but we have started doing the four 
monthly Pujas Lama Zopa Rinpoche recommended to keep the Centre 
in harmony and fl ourishing. A Puja is a ceremony lasting between 
45 minutes to one-and-a-half hours, depending on the specifi c Puja, 
invoking a particular energy to help things run smoother.

Upcoming Puja at 4pm on these dates:
Tara Puja – Thursday 10 October (gives power to get things 

happening)
Tsog Offering to the Guru – Saturday 12 October
Medicine Buddha Puja – Thursday 17 October (to help mental and 

physical healing)
These Pujas are traditionally held on the 8th, 10th, 15th, 25th of the 

Lunar Calander.
We have Geshe Wangchen teaching Foundation of All Good 

Qualities Friday 18 to Sunday 20 October.
Hedwig Bakker teaching Qi Gong – Friday 25 to Monday 28 

October.
We look forward to seeing you at Mahamudra Centre.

The Colville Project 
Like gardeners with the energy of 
spring around us, The Colville Project 
(TCP) team has been busy preparing 
for future growth. The last month has 
been a very strategically future-focused 
period. This has included: the fi nalisa-
tion of our 2025-2027 Strategic Plan 
(more about this later in the year), the submission of a number of 
funding applications and accountability reports, the updating of 
our project milestones/timeline and budgets, and continuation of 
work on our TCP Housing Strategy. 

At the time of writing, we are meeting with our architect 
Gerard, who is visiting again to walk the land and get a feel for 
our Site Development Plan from a “grassroots” perspective. 
We’ll also be fi rming up our concept planning, continuing with a 
focus on design that supports functionality, fl exibility, sustain-
ability and collaboration. This is part of our preparation for 
Resource Consent in the fi rst quarter of 2025. 

Our thanks go out to Simon Webb for the support with 
the water tanks on-site. Apologies Simon for missing you in 
our previous acknowledgement. We are thrilled to have this 
infrastructure in place and it energises our project for the stages 
ahead. We’re also inspired by our governance team who have 
collectively given 3,500 volunteer hours to the advancement of 
TCP over the past fi nancial year.

The Colville Project is looking for volunteers to support our 
team in the following areas: 
• Media Team – We’re looking to get some quality photo-
graphic and video imaging, including for use in our website 
revamp and newsletters. Are you a photographer or video maker? 
Then, we can picture you on our team!
• Website Development – Our website will be going through 
some design and content updates. If you have experience 
with CMS’s (we use WIX) and have some hours to be able to 
contribute, then please contact us for more information.
• Weed Management Warriors – We have a programme of 
weed management work planned to commence in October. A 
small volunteer team would be a great asset to this restoration 
project. Happy to occasionally help with manual weed 
management? We’d really dig it if you would!

Please register your interest with Katie: admin@thecolville
project.nz

The Colville Project is more than just a project; it’s a 
testament to community resilience, innovation, and a shared 
vision for a thriving future. 
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JAME
DRAINAGE LTD

www.jamesdrainage.co.nz

Commercial sections 
and units available

For details please visit

www.coromandelbusinesspark.co.nz

Excavators | Tip Trucks | Bobcats 

Auger & Chain digger hire 

Skip Bins | STMS Services  

Septic Tank Services | Portaloo Hire

1020 Tiki Road, Coromandel
p. (07) 866 8308

e. jamesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

Coromandel Garden Circle
By Natalie Blasco

Our September meeting began with a garden 
ramble in Greenhills, as we strolled in the 
lovely sunshine and visited the immaculate 
gardens of four of our members: Marie M, 
Vi, Cindy and Carol. Colourful fl owers were 
abundant, as one might expect at the start 
of spring. But even when we expect it, it’s 
quite amazing and rewarding to experience 
this feast for the senses. Also present were 
various bits of art and humour, showing the 
individual styles of each gardener. I’m sure 
everyone is happy for the change of seasons.

First-place competition winners: Single 
– Pauline; Multi – Sheana; Mini – Tracy; 
Arrangement (Belated Father’s Day) – 
Annette S; Special (Clashing Colours) – 
Sheana.

Two years ago, we were able to purchase 
pheromone sticks as another way of trying 
to reduce the damage done by guava moths, 
which go after all kinds of fruits and nuts 
throughout the year. Alas, those sticks are 
no longer available. 

Therefore, with all of our fruit trees 
currently or soon to be fl owering and 
fruiting, it’s a good time to remember to 
make up some guava moth recipe. Put it in 
small plastic bottles with a small hole in the 
upper half and hang on every second fruit 
tree at around head height. Mix together ¾ 

C apple cider vinegar, ¼ 
C golden syrup or brown 
sugar, 1 tbsp bleach, and 5 
C water. Dump and refresh 
monthly. This formula is 
indiscriminate and will 
catch other insects, even 
wetas, so keep the hole 
small.

Our convenor, Kath, 
noted that September is 
Bee Aware Month, so do 
what you can to take care 
of our lovely bees! “About 
Bee Aware Month -- This annual education 
campaign, run by Apiculture New Zealand, 
is all about sharing with New Zealanders 
some basic things everyone can do to help 
improve bee health. We want to encourage 
Kiwis to plant more trees for bees, to use 
garden sprays safely, or not at all, and to 
buy local honey.” https://apinz.org.nz/
bee-aware-month/

As always, if you’d like to join us for a 
visit, you’re most welcome to do so.

Next meeting: Wednesday 9 October at 
Kuaotunu Hall.

Activity: The Kuaotunu Garden Club 
will host our meeting. Meet in the north 
end of Woollams Ave carpark by 9.45am 
and carpool to Kuaotunu Hall for coffee at 
10.30am. Meeting begins at 11am; speaker 
will be local photographer Ian Preece; 

market table will have heaps of treats and 
plants for sale.

Arrangement: Must include a fruit or 
vege. All invited to enter the competition.
If you are interested in joining or being 
a speaker, please contact Kath Denize, 
Convenor, 022 413 6573 or Natalie Blasco, 
Secretary, (07) 866 7518
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Real Estate Matters
By Glenn Wells - Licensed Agent

Q. What should I expect if I am intending to list my property to sell?
A. There are a number of things the salesperson is required to do for you before they 
list your property for sale.

The Real Estate Authority has placed a number of protocols in place in the process 
of listing your property to protect you, the vendor, and the public. This is to ensure 
you are given accurate information.

We are seeing a much more transparent approach and expectations now in the 
industry along with more and more freely available information in the public arena.

The fi rst thing to happen is the salesperson is required to give you a written 
appraisal prior to listing your home. This appraisal is expected to have the saleper-
son’s pricing of your home based on evidence such as other sales and current listings 
near or appropriate to your home. It explains why they place that value on the 
property, e.g., better, or not as good as the property used in the example and why that 
may be the case.

There are a number of platforms that use algorithms to work out this information. 
However the salesperson must give their estimation, which may be higher or lower or 
the same as this information. But they must give you the evidence of how they came 
to this conclusion.

Once you have this Current Market Analysis information and you have chosen 
your salesperson and wish to list the home, the salesperson is still required to ensure 
certain things happen.

It is important that you give the salesperson honest information about the 
property, e.g., leaks, illegal works or if the neighbours are making signifi cant changes 
that affect your property, etc. This is for your protection as the law is quite powerful 
over misleading information and false advertising.

You are entitled to seek advice from your lawyer prior to signing the Agency 
Agreement.

This agreement should display a number of legal matters including the breakdown 
of the commission you may be expected to pay. You should clearly understand the 
terms you are signing up for along with how long for. If marketing or a portion of 
marketing is being paid by you, how much. If the company pays for marketing, what 
are their terms? Ensure these matters are in writing and you are agreeable to them.

If you are moving from one company/agency to another for whatever reason, 
ensure the previous agency has been cancelled in writing.

Should you be unsure of anything, seek advice from a lawyer. It is very necessary 
that you understand what is happening or should be happening. There is information 
available from info@rea.govt.nz or online at www.rea.govt.nz.

You do have a full business day after signing to cancel in writing the agency 
agreement if you so wish, with no explanation necessary.

Before the property can legally be shown to anyone, or marketed, the agency is 
required to complete AML due diligence (Anti Money Laundering) on all of the 
title owners. This usually is very quick, though if in a trust it may take a little more 
research. This can feel intrusive. The agency is required to do this; your personal 
information should be destroyed by the agency once the process is completed.

Should you be paying for marketing you need an invoice from the agency, not 
the salesperson. All marketing must go through the agency. You are 
entitled to a breakdown of where the money was used. If any rebates or 
marketing is not done, you can and should request the refund of unspent 
funds. I would suggest you do this if the company is marketing on your 
behalf and you reimburse on sale. The breakdown is important.
Should you wish to discuss these or other real estate matters, 
contact Glenn Wells, Licensed Agent, glenn.wells@harcourts.co.nz or 
0800 735 788

Moehau ki te 
Moana – Colville 
Harbour Care
By Beth and Clare

Potting Parties 
2024!
It’s that time of 
year again when 
we gather at the 
Colville Harbour Care 
Nursery to fi ll pots, eat 
delicious food, see our 
friends or make new ones, 
and all to the sweet sounds of one of our local DJ’s. 
We have two Saturdays booked this spring.

When: Saturday 12 October and Saturday 30 
November. 

Where: Colville Harbour Care Nursery, Wharf Rd, 
Colville.

What to bring: Water bottle, hat, raincoat, sturdy 
boots. Free lunch provided! Thank you for your 
support.

Save the dates!
Staff  change
We’ve also had a change of staff here at Moehau ki te 
Moana. 

We farewelled our amazing project coordinators 
Cassidy and Vanessa, and wish them all the best in 
their new endeavours! Thank you so much for all of 
the love and passion you brought to this project.

Our new team is headed by Clare who moved to 
the Colville area in 2021. Clare has a background 
in environmental management and restoration and 
is passionate about gardening, permaculture and 
photography. Beth is in a supporting role taking care 
of events and environmental monitoring. Nathan 
is continuing his role as the pest management 
coordinator. The awesome team at Colville Junction 
continue to support and oversee the project. 

We are looking forward to continuing our work 
with the wonderful landowners in our area, building 
fences and planting native plants to protect waterways 
and wetlands.
Contact Beth on beth@colvillejunction.co.nz

 
 
 

Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation Service Limited

For out of town independant accounting advice
Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
Em: coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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COROMANDEL
mikewood@outlook.co.nz

 W A N T
NATIVE NURSERY & EDIBLES
WAITAIA RD, KUAOTUNU

A wide range of beautiful natives,  
palms and fruit trees.

Potting mix, compost, mulch, chook manure. 
Open Thursday- Sunday 8.30-4.30 or by phone appointment
Please phone Colin Hill 07 869 5910 or Cam on 021 620 798

RSA 
By Gary Pettett

Man of action
15 September 2024 commemorated 
the historic Battle of Britain which 
took place on 15 September 1940. 
This signifi cant event saw thousands 
of aircraft take to the skies to defend Britain in a fi ght 
against the German Luftwaffe, who were attempting to 
destroy large areas of London. The bombing raids resulted 
in the loss of many lives and had a lasting impact on the 
lives of countless families.

Sir Keith Park, who was born in Thames on 15 June 
1892, saw service in the First World War as a fi ghter 
ace. Soon after the outbreak of WWII, he was appointed 
Commander in Chief of No. 11 Group, which was assigned 
to the defence from enemy attack of the southern coast 
of Britain and S.E. England, including London. His fi rst 
experience of enemy action in WWII came when he was 
in charge of organising the air protection for the allied 
evacuation of Dunkirk in May 1940. Park’s temperament 
meant that he was never confi ned behind a desk in some 
sheltered headquarters. His willingness to take to the 
air himself and forcefully state his opinions regardless 
of rank meant that his colleagues found Park fearless in 
words and deeds. The tall lean NZer displayed the unusual 
combination of intense, individual activity and initiative 
with a capacity for teamwork and co-ordination.

After the war an opportunity arose to return to NZ as 
the Hawker Siddley Aircraft Company’s Pacifi c represen-
tative. He came home to Auckland until retirement, when 
he played a prominent part in the Auckland City Council 
and other local body affairs. He died in 1975 aged 82, and 
his legacy is remembered by the monument erected outside 
the Thames Civic Centre in his memory and also the replica 
Hurricane which resides in Thames airfi eld, now renamed 
as the Sir Keith Park Memorial Airfi eld.

Coromandel Bowling Club 
By Judy Campbell

Our Opening Day was held on Thursday 5 September with a very good turnout 
of 34 bowlers. We played “Top Town” vs “Bottom Town”, with the latter 
winning 11 – 4 games quite convincingly. Next year “Top Town” will win the 
trophy back!

Sunday afternoon rollups have started up again so if you’re keen to give 
lawn bowls a go, then you are most welcome to join us. Get your name in at the 
club by 12:30pm; we play two games, starting at 1pm. 

Our coaching sessions have kicked off with a hiss and a roar as well on 
Friday afternoons, 3pm start. It is great to see bowlers (junior and senior) 
making the most of the drills that Colin Gawith sets up and to have our club 
president Jim Dicks also assisting with the coaching. 

The Junior Pairs team of Pamela Harris and John Westray played very well 
at the Short Form Bowls “qualifying event” held for Thames Valley Junior 
Bowlers on 18 August in Whangamata, coming 5th overall. 

On Saturday 7 September, four of our bowlers represented the club at 
Thames Valley Opening Day, playing Optional Fours. 

Sue McNeil skipped the team of Layke McNeil, John Westray and Vi King 
to 5th overall, with some very good bowls being played throughout the day. 

We have a busy October of bowls with the Open Junior Optional Triples 
(sponsored by Coromandel Pipeline Hose Shop) on Wednesday 2 October, 
our club’s Ecclestone Cup on Thursday 10 October, Open Optional Triples 
(sponsored by Coromandel 4 Square) on Wednesday 16 October, and Twilight 
Bowls commencing. Twilight Bowls is a very popular community event run 
by our bowling club with round one played Tuesdays 5pm from Tuesday 
22 October to Tuesday 19 November. Round two runs from Tuesday 28 
January 2025 through to Tuesday 25 February 2025.

Spaces for teams are at a premium but if you have an inquiry about our 
Twilight Bowls or want to 
confi rm your team for the 
fi rst round, then contact 
Judy Haycock (committee 
member) on 022 519 5421. 

With some beautiful 
spring days and summer 
just around the corner, our 
club is a lovely setting 
for a social catchup, with 
the bar open on Fridays at 
3pm. You are welcome to 
join us. 

Car Club
By Bruce Finan

Hi all. Car Club meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at the Club from 4pm onward. At the last 
meeting about 30 members attended and our group is 
growing with new members joining through the RSA every 
month. Members and friends are all welcome to come along 
any Saturday afternoon from 3pm onward to enjoy the 
social community gathering.  

A committee has been formed to help with the February 
Car Fair. Anybody who would like to have a stall or display 
there, please contact me on 027 249 0878.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our next car event.

Opening day

Colin Gawith holding the Opening Day Trophy 
alongside the club president, Jim Dicks

Keith Park
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GIVE A LITTLE SUNDAYS

CONDITIONS APPLY

ALL DAY EVERY SUNDAY
DINE IN ONLY

$1 from every pizza is donated to a 
local community service.

This month:
Coromandel Youth Sailing Club

$12 PIZZA
SUNDAYS

If your local charity/community service would like to be 
considered as a recipient for Give a Little Sundays please  

apply to the Star & Garter on info@starandgarter.nz
UP TO 30% OFF ALL ITALIAN

& SPANISH TILES*
Book your FREE measure + quote!

WHITIANGA FLOORING XTRA & TILE WAREHOUSE

68 Albert Street, Whitianga | 07 8662836
*Ts & Cs apply

Coromandel Lions 
By Mary Farmer, Vice President

Hi everyone, I hope this article fi nds you all well. Just experiencing a 
power outage. Haven’t had one for a while. Let’s hope the power guys 
get it back on soon.

So spring has sprung. Let’s hope that from 29 September when the 
clocks “spring forward” we start to get better lasting warm weather for our outside work, I 
know my garden is is need of some TLC.

About the weather, now is the time to think about next year’s fi rewood. I say it every 
issue, but please get those orders in as we work on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis, Sue 
Hughes is our fi rewood coordinator this year and is eagerly awaiting your call. Her number 
is listed at the bottom of the article so please give her a call.

I have an apology to make to Jean Smith, our secretary. Last month I announced the 
long service clips for our members and I forgot to give Jean’s name as being awarded one 
for 15 years’ service. Jean has been a big part in the club, lots of different positions and just 
always there when needed, so I congratulate you Jean on your award and once more sorry 
for the late acknowledgement.

We have had a few very busy working bees this past month. At one of them we 
celebrated Lion Logan’s birthday with cakes shared by all of the members. Logan is another 
hard worker of the club. Keep it up Logan, you are a credit to your family and the club.

Deliveries were made on each of the working bees, and we welcomed Lion Robyn to our 
“distribution team” taking on some of the delivery tasks. Well done too; look forward to 
having you in the driver’s seat a lot more.

We have been asked to sell our mussel fritters at the Coromandel Kai gathering on 
Saturday 5 October, and also outside Four Square on Saturday 26 October to celebrate 
Labour weekend. Hope to see you at both events. We do “doggie bags” for those who want 
to share with family at home, Eftpos will be on hand. We, too, are being dragged into the 
technology era, and are enjoying the challenge.

So it just leaves me to wish you all a safe and happy month ahead. At the time of writing 
this article it’s just 100 days to Christmas! I’ll leave you with that scary thought.
Numbers you may need: President – Sue Hughes 021 142 1124, Secretary – Jean Smith 
021 208 7576, wood orders – Sue Hughes 012 142 1124

Coromandel Hato Hone St John 
Area Committee
Since our last article 
our Area Committee 
members have been 
around the northern 
peninsula and checked on 
the community AED’s 
around and about. If your 
AED needs batteries or 
pads please contact AED@stjohn.org.nz.

This month we would to thank Kurt 
Richardson from Flooring Xtra for his help 
replacing the carpet edging in the hall and 
eliminating the trip hazard. Thank you Kurt.

Coromandel ambulance station hall is 
available for a meeting venue. We have a 
projector with a large screen, full kitchen 
facilities and seating for up to 50 people. Any 
booking enquiries to coro.ac@stjohn.org.nz or 
phone our landline and leave a message (07) 
866 8279. We will reply within a day or so.

Currently we are looking for someone to 
paint the roof of the station. Please contact 
me if you have any questions or would like to 
submit a quote for this job.

Thank you to all in our area who continue 
to support our valued community service that 
our volunteers provide.
Nigel Strongman, 022 670 1549, Area 
Committee Chair, Hato Hone St John, 
Coromandel
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Obituary Sharon 
Whittle 
By Anthea Whittle

On 24 May my mum, 
Sharon Whittle, passed 
away at home in Papa 
Aroha after being 
diagnosed only three 
months earlier with 
advanced linitus plastica 
(stomach cancer).

Many locals knew 
mum as the former dental 
nurse from Coromandel 
Area School, where she 
served from 1976 for 36 
years. At the end of her 
career she was treating 
the grandchildren of some of her earliest patients, and so had a unique 
perspective of the Coromandel community. We often meet mum’s former 
patients around town (and all over the world!) who tell us how kind and 
comforting mum was, easing kids’ fears and supporting parents to care for 
their tamariki. In a country where dental care is a challenge and (to some) 
a fear, we are proud that mum helped so many people.

After retirement, mum invested herself in her creative pursuits and 
joined the Coromandel Art Group and Pastel Artists Coromandel to 
connect with, and learn alongside, other artists. She absolutely loved being 
an artist. She also had a lot of fun being a member of the Coromandel 
Croquet Club. Whenever I see a croquet club in another town I think of 
the welcoming crew mum loved to hit a ball around with. 

Mum spent most of her life in Coromandel – in Kennedy Bay, where 
her grandparents and parents settled, then in Papa Aroha after she 
partnered with my dad, Kerry. She has an extensive whānau and a broad 

network in Coromandel, and we have been touched by the many 
ways that so very many people have shared in our grief during her 
illness and since her passing. Thank you.

Ever caring, Mum wished for her story to help others. So, if you 
notice unexplained weight loss, tummy pain, frequent or persistent 
indigestion, loss of appetite and especially tiredness in yourself or 
your loved ones, seek medical support. The sooner any cancer is 
detected, the better chance a person has of a prolonged life.

My grandmother Marie, dad Kerry, sister Donna, brother-in-law 
James, nephew Mason and I feel huge gratitude to the community 
for supporting us through this challenging time. We also wish to 
acknowledge the other families in the community who have been 
navigating grief – an enormous burden which life “after” must grow 
around. Sometimes it’s easier to carry than others, sometimes it needs 
to be shared. Thank you to those who have shared their experiences 
to help us with ours.

Thank you for the volume of cards, letters, koha, condolences and 
support that we’ve received. We wish this message to acknowledge 
everyone who has reached out to us – please pass it on.

We have had requests for copies of Mum’s eulogy and “Sharon’s 
Words” (which she wrote to be read at her funeral). You can fi nd 
them on her website at www.maku.co.nz/memorial.

Ngā mihi.

Sharon Whittle at the art exhibition at the Old 
Papa Aroha Fire Shed, Labour weekend 2021

Dances of Universal Peace 
By Sue Gilmer

Our dance circle last month was small 
and beautiful, ending with smiles and 
hugs all ‘round. It’s such a special 
feeling when the dances take us into a 
place where we can leave behind all of that day-to-day “stuff” 
and into a place of gratitude and deep acceptance.

I have been involved with these dances for many years 
and yet still fi nd it diffi cult to describe what they are. On the 
intellectual level, the dances are gathered from many traditions 
of the world. Some are joyous and energetic, others are 
gentle and meditative. They are multicultural and sacred, yet 
nonsecular, belonging to no religion. They are often likened to 
a meditation in motion and with their simple movements, are 
suitable for people of all ages. But these are words and they 
can only touch a certain level of understanding. If we allow 
them, the dances touch much more than that.

For me the dances give me a sense of getting out of the 
head and into the heart. Into connection. Connection with 
those I dance with, and also into a deeper level of connection 
with myself. The energetic dances bring me into the present 
moment. The more meditative dances take me into stillness. 
For me, in these times of business, it feels important to 
connect with that stillness. And, as the name implies, we 
dance for peace. Peace for all beings, peace for all nations. 
And so we dance for peace for ourselves, inner peace, Peace 
in our own hearts. And from the Buddhist tradition, “May all 
beings be well”.

We dance in The Pyramid on the 3rd Friday of the month 
starting at 10.30am. Our next dance is Friday 18 October. If 
you would like to join us, you are more than welcome. 

more infoprice at $295,000 INC GST minthomesnz.com

100M2 3 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms Gable roof

Transportable Homes

Other floor plans are available. 
Check out our website for

more information. 
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Book Online - www.manaretreat.com

Open Floor Community Dance

Community Meditation

Inspiring Handpan Concert with Taylor Sol

Tara School Reunion

1,8,15,29 Oct

1st Oct, 5th Nov, 3rd Dec

1st Oct,

9th Oct - please RSVP

OCT 4-6

OCT 11-13

OCT 18-20

OCT 22-24

OCT 25-28

NOV 1-3

NOV 8-10

NOV 15-18

NOV 22-25

NOV 29-DEC 1

October Relax and Wellness with The Mana Team

Yoga and Wellness Retreat with Stella Goetz

Bodylight Retreat with Edna Levy

Repotted Retreat with Lisa O’Neill

Coming Home To Yourself Retreat with The Mana Team

Humming Retreat with Karla Brodie

Spring Relax and Wellness with The Mana Team

A Perceptual Journey in Osteopathy: Where is the Power for Change?

A Perceptual Journey in Osteopathy: Wholeness, Flow and Form

Sing Your Heart Out Retreat with Tony Backhouse

OPEN 7 DAYS
50 WHARF ROAD, COROMANDEL

YOUR  
LOCAL  
FRESH  
GROCER

COROMANDEL

Mana
Greetings Coromandel community.

As we emerge from the darkness of winter, we 
welcome the energy of spring. Like many of you, we have 
been busy planting seedlings and looking forward to the 
lighter and longer days ahead. 

Spring is such a wonderful time of renewal and trans-
formation as nature awakens once again, bringing us the 
beauty of new life. It can also be a time of shedding old 
layers to make way for fresh beginnings.

This month we highlight some of our upcoming 
workshops and community events that might interest you.

Sing Your Heart Out Workshop with Tony Backhouse, 
Friday 29 November to Sunday 1 December. 

For those who love singing, join Tony Backhouse for 
a weekend fi lled with uplifting and heartfelt gospel and 
a cappella singing that is guaranteed to leave you feeling 
inspired. This is a very popular workshop. Bookings via 
www.manaretreat.com. 

Handpan Concert with Taylor Sol, Tuesday 1 
October 7-8pm

Join us for an enchanting evening as Taylor Sol brings 
his Inspiring 432 Hz Handpan Concert to Mana. Immerse 
yourself in a multi-sensory handpan soothing musical 
experience that is relaxing, inspirational and deeply 
touching. 
Monthly Group Meditation
Join Amrit each month for Community Group Meditation. 
Sessions including simple meditation techniques 
supported by yoga asanas (postures) and pranayama 
(breathing exercises). Upcoming Tuesdays: 1 October, 
5 November and 3 December, 5-6pm by koha, no 
bookings required and all are welcome.
Open Floor Dance 
Open Floor is a lively dance and movement practice that 
energises the body and opens the heart. We simply show 
up and move with whatever is present. Most Tuesdays, 
9.45-11.45am, sliding scale $15-20, no experience 
required, just turn up on the day.

“The beautiful spring came; and when nature resumes 
her loveliness, the human soul is apt to revive also.” 
– H Ann Jacobs

Arohanui – The Mana Team
www.manaretreat.com, (07) 866 8972, be@manaretreat.
com, 608 Manaia Road, Coromandel 3581

Coromandel Museum 
By Maureen Kimber

Although the Museum has been closed during the winter months, our committee 
members and friends have been very busy planning and updating displays for the 
coming summer season with our offi cial opening day on Thursday 3 October. 
We will be open from 10am to 4pm on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays until Christmas, when we will be open 7 days a week.

Apart from all of the other attractions such as the jail, the creamery, the mine 
display itself, plus the hundreds of local artifacts on show all relevant to our 
community, we will be having rolling monthly displays of local interest – the fi rst 
of which features “Items of the 1950s”.

How the younger generations will be amazed (and probably amused) at 
seeing a depiction of a lifestyle from 70 years ago. Iconic household items from 
that era plus photographs (albeit slightly faded now!) will also certainly bring 
back memories to a lot of our older residents, so do pop in and indulge in a little 
reminiscence.
Just for the ladies
The 1950’s fashion shopping list – a few essentials: pencil skirt, crew neck 
cardigan, petticoat, circle skirt, halter and boatneck dress, bullet bra and waist 
knickers.
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• Plasterboard Fixing, Stopping 
and Painting specialists

• All grades of stopping 
including Fibrous, Cove and 
GibBoard

• We specialise in wallpaper  

• Professional, reliable, quality 
service

• Free quotes

Alpha Drywall
Fix, Stop,  

Cove & Paint 
since 1986
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rangatahi OUR CHILDREN
Coromandel 
Area School
Native Tree Planting
By Jess Fisher

Coromandel Area 
School is a Trees 
for Survival School. 
Trees for Survival is a 
Charitable Trust project initiated by Rotary. 
Schools are provided with growing units 
that have built-in irrigation systems. Plants 
are supplied to the school as seedlings and 
then planted out into pots. The seedlings are 
then grown and looked after by the school 
until they are ready to plant out. Schools 
then identify areas within the community 
to partner with to plant the small plants out. 
There are now over 230 schools and local 
communities across Aotearoa New Zealand 
who grow and plant native trees along 
waterways and environmentally at-risk sites 
supported by the TFS trust. On 23 August 
Coromandel Area School had its second 
planting day. You may have noticed the area 
off Pound Street if you’ve been along to 
CILT lately. 

The planting was sponsored by Powerco 
and involved students from Years 1-8 who 
planted a small area on Pound Street that was 
previously overgrown with wooly nightshade, 
wild ginger, pampas, arum lily, wattle and a 

very thick matting of kikuyu. The area has a 
small waterway running through it which the 
school wants to protect and care for within a 
native tree area. Students worked in pairs to 
do the planting, with older students helping 
our younger ones. To make it more fun, it 
was Crazy Hair Day!

Students planted a total of 630 grasses, 
trees and shrubs. They included 80 x mānuka, 
95 x kānuka, 39 x karamū, 110 x māhoe, 73 x 
tī kōuka, 110 x harakeke, 59 x upoko tangata, 
4 x pukio and 60 x toetoe. It was a great day 
and due to the children’s hard work, it was 
all done within a couple of hours. All had an 
enjoyable morning planting. 

Through hands-on learning, our environ-
mental education programme provides the  
opportunity for students to have a positive 
impact on their local environment.
Can you help us?
By Tracey Adams
We have a very 
well-equipped wood 
tech room here at 
school that is very 
under utilised. We 
are looking for a 
way to staff the 
room next year to 
work alongside 

students doing projects that 
contribute to the school environment. 
You don’t need to be a teacher, you 
do need to be able to relate to young 
people and have good knowledge of 
how to use the equipment safely. If 
you have a bit of time on your hands, 
experience and are willing to give 
something different a go, give me 
(Tracey) a call at school (07) 866 
8893. Come and have a look around 
and a talk. We might come up with 
something awesome. 
Work Experience Update
By Tracey Adams

We now have 11 students out in the 
community doing work experience. A big 
thank you to all of the organisations who 
have taken students on and are supporting 
them to learn successfully in the workplace. 
A big part of keeping students motivated 
and connected with school is creating a 
curriculum that is relevant to them. For many 
who are interested in fi nding work sooner 
rather than later, work experience is a great 
way to understand the opportunities and 
learning they need to make the most of while 
they are still at school. Learning to be on 
time, listen, have a good attitude and relate 
well to others are all very valuable lessons 
that can be taught in partnership between 
the school and employers. If you think you 
could support a young person with work 
experience, please contact either Yvette, 
Tracey or Joan at school. 

Coromandel Youth Group at Hauraki House
Coromandel Youth Group is for children aged 5-15yrs. We provide 
a fun environment where kids can hang out with friends, make arts 
and crafts and play, play, play! 

School Holidays: Monday to Thursday 1-4pm
Public Holidays: closed
After School: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 3-5pm. 
For 10yrs+ Adventure Time, outdoor activities, meet Monday 

after school at Hauraki House, ready to leave by 3.15pm, returning 
5pm. Miniatures Tabletop Game Club Wednesdays 3-5pm. Sailing 
School – ask about October’s open sailing day.

For more information, call in, phone 027 217 9206 during open 
hours or contact us at coromandelyouthgroup@gmail.com.
We are grateful for kind donations and the grants received from: 
Lottery Waikato, Trust Waikato, COGS, D.V.Bryant Trust, NZ 
Community Trust, Star & Garter. Thank you!
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BP Coromandel Service Station
46 TIKI ROAD, COROMANDEL
CONTACT 07 866 8059

BP Coromandel Service 
Station 
will NOW be 24 HOUR 
with the BP Me app 
from Pumps 5,6,7 & 8. 

20% SALE 
on  & 
some auto 
accessories

for the month of 
October

Pay in Car
1. Park up at pump and open your 

BPMe app
2. Tap Pay in Car and make your 

selection
3. Leave your phone in the car, fuel 

up and get back on the road

Now locally owned by Aman 
and his family.

Aman has been in Coromandel 
for ten years and have supported 

all our local clubs from Rugby, 
Golf, Bowls and more. 

Come in and check out the in 

35 Wharf Road
07 866 8380

coromandel@superliquor.co.nz
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Coromandel Community 
Preschool
By Jenna James

Kia ora koutou.
Spring has arrived with a burst of 

sunshine, and we’re thrilled to welcome back our trusty sunshade 
to the playground! To keep our tamariki safe and sound, we’ll be 
reminding everyone to sport their hats and sunscreen. It’s all about fun 
in the sun while staying sun-smart!

Our 5-year-olds had a thrilling opportunity to visit Coromandel 
Area School in the fi rst week of September. Jocelyn led an enthusias-
tic group of preschoolers to check out the new entrants’ class and get a 
sneak peek into the world of big school. These exciting visits will be a 
regular Friday morning affair!

The tamariki are still enjoying their regular visits to Music & 
Dance every week, where they get to experience dance with abandon 
and rhythm.

We also go exploring around the rohe spending time in the ngahere 
and at the moana at Long Bay and other local spots. 

Back at the centre, there are now a lot more water activities with 
children building ngaa roto lakes and ngaa awa rivers. Physical play 
is also a favourite with lots of duck-duck-goose, hide and seek, bear 
hunts, and taarere swings. 

This month, we’re celebrating some very special birthdays. A 
big shout-out to Oakley, our transformer extraordinaire; Beau, our 
rope-climbing ace; Tucker, our water baby; Marama, our eagle-eyed 
helper; Ollie, James, and Mareikura. It’s been a joy marking these 
milestones with you all!

We’re also excited to introduce some new friends to our centre. 
Welcome Delaney, Harrison, and Denzel. We’re looking forward to 

exploring, learning, and growing together with you. Here’s to making 
wonderful new friendships and embarking on fantastic learning 
adventures.

At the end of last month, we bid a fond farewell to Nia, Ngawai, 
and Hazel with a shared morning tea. We wish them all the best on 
their new journeys. We’ll miss you and send our warmest wishes – kia 
kaha, kia māia, kia manawanui!

We still have some limited spaces available on our “Over 2’s” side. 
Please either call in or contact the offi ce on (07) 866 7570, to speak to 
us about securing a place for your child.

Looking forward you can also call if you are looking for a quality 
Early Childhood Education Centre, for your child to grow and learn 
in a caring environment with dedicated teachers. If you feel that this 
could be the right place for you and your child, we can place you on 
the waiting list.

 Check out our latest Education Review on the website: https://ero.
govt.nz/institution/30295/coromandel-
community-preschool.
The centre operates Monday to Thursday 8am-4pm and Friday 
8am-3.30pm. We are situated at 155 Pottery Lane. If interested call in 
for a visit or phone us on (07) 866 7570

Haiku
By John Irvine
short and sweet are haiku
life philosophy at its shortest
which is the quickest way out

POETRY
SPOT
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Coromandel Open 
Studios Arts Tour
The Coromandel Open Studios Arts 
Tour is on this month! This is the 
18th year of the Arts Tour, which 
happens on the fi rst two weekends 
of October every year. This year 
it falls on Saturday 5, Sunday 
6, Saturday 12 and Sunday 
13 October, with an exhibition 
running the full duration of the nine days at Hauraki House Gallery 
on Kapanga Road. Over these two weekends local artists will open up 
their studios to the public so art lovers can go along, view the work, 
chat to the artists and see the working environment. There are 36 
artists taking part with a wide range of mediums including painting, 
ceramics, glass, screen-printing, textiles, sculpture, jewellery, creative 
woodwork, photography and everything in between. Seven of these 
artists are new to the Tour this year.

This is a free, self-guided tour and artist guides are now available 
from the Coromandel Town Information Centre, The Source, and 
various outlets across the peninsula. Or a digital version can be 
downloaded from www.coromandelartstour.co.nz.

The Tour “boundaries” are the Kerata hill to the south, Colville to 
the north and the Whangapoua hill to the east, however most of the 
artists are within an easy 10-minute drive of each other. A lot of the 

studios can even 
be reached on foot 
or by bike from 
Coromandel Town 
centre.

The exhibition, 
held at Hauraki 
House Gallery on 
Kapanga Road, 
is the perfect place to start. Each artist has at least one artwork on 
display, so visitors can pick up a guide and get a feel for who they 
would like to visit before starting out. It runs right the way through 
from Saturday 5 to Sunday 13 October and is open from 10am-4pm 
each day. There will be an opening night for the tour and exhibition on 
Friday 4 October from 5.30pm with a special guest speaker to kick 
off the event. All are welcome!

For many of the artists the Tour is the highlight of their creative year 
and they work extremely hard in the months leading up to it. If visitors 
are unable to make it during one of these two weekends, some artists 
are open for the full nine days (look for the fl ags), and others are happy 
to receive visitors year-round. Just look for their “open” signs or grab a 
Coromandel Open Studios artist guide and give them a call. 

The 36 artists participating this year are: Allan Beaver (pastel), 
Amelia Smith – NEW (mixed media), Ashley Thor – NEW (ceramic), 
Barbara von Seida (paint), Caitlin Moloney (ceramics), Cindy Alger 
(paint/sculpture), Debra Dickson (jewellery/mixed media), Diann 
Cade (paint/drawing), Donna Scatchard (paint), Elisabeth Carter 
(paint and also music! – she may play you a song if requested), Fran 
Campbell (paint/print/textile/mixed media), Genevieve Morley (paint), 
Gini Collin – NEW (jewellery/resin), Glenn Benmayor – NEW (stone/
ceramics/digital art), Greg Taylor (wood), Jacquie Ellis (paint/mixed 
media), Jeremy Scott (photography), Kay Ogilvie (ceramics), Kevin 
Brett (woodwork), Kim Brett (glass/jewellery), Lettecia Williams 
(textile), Lynne Fenwick (textile), Murray Rainey (ceramics), Natasha 
Hunter (paint/sculpture/ceramic), Paul Cornwell (paint/drawing), Pete 
Sephton (printmaking), Petra Meyboden (ceramics), Raewyn Penrose 
(textiles), Riccardo Scott (ceramics), Rose Dean (paint/mixed media/
drawing), Rosemarie Murphy (pastel), Sally Tennent-Brown (textile/
jewellery/mixed media), Saskia Riemersma (pastel/paint/drawing), 
Tony Calsaferri (paint), Vaughan Udall (paint/mixed media), Yvonne 
Szabo (ceramics/jewellery).
If you would like any further information about the Coromandel Open 
Studios Arts Tour or any of the featured artists please visit 
www.coromandelartstour.co.nz or like the Facebook page, Coromandel
ArtsTour, for regular updates. We look forward to seeing you!

Rob 866 7865 or 021 618 601
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Thames Music Group
Free Friday Concert
Friday 25 October at 12.15pm. “Irihāpeti” Harpsichord with 
Nichola Genn Harris and friends.

Irihāpeti and friends brings together community and school 
musicians to share the Thames High School harpsichord. Named 
for its donor Liz Butterfi eld, Irihāpeti arrived at the school in 2023 
and is a favourite in the Music Room, where she presides over the 
main room and is enjoyed by many a student who sits to “tinker” 
and enjoy this special instrument on their way past.

This recital features experienced musicians from within our 
community, playing alongside primary and secondary students. 
The programme is mostly baroque music of course, but we 
also feature an original 
composition written specifi -
cally for Irihāpeti, and some 
folk music that was scored 
for harpsichord.

Koha appreciated.
www.thamesmusicgroup.com

Art Group
By Lindsay 
Nicholls

The Art Group 
would like 
to welcome 
another new 
member,  
Gaylene.

It was lovely to see your enthusiasm and excitement when you 
were shown or told something you didn’t know.

It will be great to see where your art journey takes you.
We had both of our tutors cancel but Vaughan has now 

reinstated his acrylics workshop to a new date of Thursday 17 
October.

We still have a couple of vacancies if anyone is interested in 
this whole-day course with shared lunch. Feel free to contact me 
regarding details.

Some exciting pieces are being produced by the Art Group 
gearing up for our annual exhibition in January.

With spring here, the colours around us are also changing, with 
different hues in the blues. Goodbye winter!

Acrylic painting – Wellington Outlook by Lindsay
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Colville Festival 2024 
Labour Weekend Saturday 26 to Sunday 27 
October.
Colville Sings Disco and you can dance
Saturday 26 October 7pm Colville 
Hall $30. 12yrs and up.

Coffee/tea/cakes available at halftime – 
decorated by the youth at the cake decorating 
workshop. Bring $5 for coffee/tea and a cake.

Tickets are essential as this night sells out 
quickly. Dress up disco style – prizes for the 
best effort.
The Big Music Night
Sunday 27 October 6pm Colville Hall $35, 
under 16yrs free.

Food will be available to purchase for 
$15. Bring cash.

Lineup: Rhombus, The Madeleines, Radio 
Rebelde, Thee Golden Geese and Matt Pike 
& Co.

Rhombus – Original Te Whanganui-a-
Tara (Wellington) Rhombus will perform 
a special DJ set for the fi rst time in 
Coromandel at Colville Festival, with their 
tried-and-true formula audiences have come 
to love: a south Pacifi c musical style with 
combinations of funk, soul, reggae and 
electronic dub Wobbly bass, frenetic drum 
lines, and echoed synth. Rhombus are still the 
masters of their distinctive and unique sound. 
With Thomas and Koa at the controls, and 
longtime vocalist Lisa Tomlins on vocals, 
Rhombus soundsystem will be dropping 
their original sound, along with exclusive, 
unreleased studio mixes.

 The Madeleines are a vintage vocal 
trio specialising in jazz, swing and Old 
Hollywood Glamour! with stunning 
costuming, slick choreography, and 
toe-tapping tunes.Let us transport you to the 
golden era of jazz, swing and glamour. 

Radio Rebelde is a 10-piece LatinSka 
band based on Waiheke Island, NZ, featuring 
musicians from Aotearoa, Argentina, 
Colombia, Israel, 
France, Portugal and 
USA.

This eclectic 
combo mixes an 
explosive musical 
Molotov cocktail of 
Caribbean rhythms, 
dub, reggae, ska and 
cumbia, blended 
with the wild energy 
of punk rock. The 
result… a party that 

makes everybody (literally anyone from two 
years old to 80 years old) dance their socks 
off!

 Thee Golden Geese – Tāmaki Makaurau 
party quartet Thee Golden Geese are the 
ridiculous rock’n’roll band you never knew 
you needed in your life. Infamous for their 
unpredictable live shows, catchy punk and 
garage rock anthems, and for being some of 
the funniest idiots you’ll see live any time 
soon. Their album “Bird of the Year 2023” 
ruffl ed feathers and saw them hit the #1 spot 
on 95bFM with their song about being #1 on 
95bFM. They also sing about Georgie Pie, 
punk nuns, solving murders in bed, and never 
stopping rocking! 

Matthew Pike has a few colourful 
decades of professional performance behind 
him, ranging from an international career 
in musical theatre (Jesus Christ Superstar; 
Blood Brothers; Cabaret; Cats; Miss Saigon; 
Phantom of the Opera; Mamma Mia, etc.) 
to many varied bands (Whole Lotta Led - 
Zeppelin tribute; The Pink Floyd Experience; 
Life in the Fast Lane – Eagles tribute) and 
now focuses on meditative medicine music. 
The Boy with Wings
Puppetry and Music by Birdlife 
Productions for ages 5 to 95! Sunday 
27 October. 11-11.45am Colville War 
Memorial Hall free for 5-9yrs, $5 10yrs and 
up.

A comic, touching 
and environmental 
story using the ageless 
wonder of puppetry, 
live music and 
exquisite hand-crafted 
sets that magically 
unfold out of boxes, 
telling an epic 
fable of one young 
man’s life-altering 
journey set against 
the backdrop of the 
miracle of the great 
migration of kuaka 
(bar-tailed godwits).

As these fragile 
birds set out on 
their extraordinary 
journey from New 
Zealand to Alaska, 
watching them take 
to the sky in awe is 
Jack-the Everyman, 

who is contemplating a journey of his own 
to seek the “treasure” that will save his dying 
orchard.

Award-winning theatre company “Birdlife 
Productions” promise laughter, tears and 
thrilling adventure, enticing us to ask the 
question; “how do we trust our inner map – 
how do we fi nd our wings”? 

Suitable for ages 5 to 95!
Workshops
Please be sure to register for the workshops. 
Most are limited numbers. Colville Junction 
(07) 866 6920 or Ella 027 487 5131.
Mosaic With Natasha Norton
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October 
10am-4pm, Colville Hall Ground $30 pp – up 
to 10 participants.

A communal project. You will mosaic a 
picnic table that will serve the community.
Puppet-making Fun! 
With Birdlife Productions Sunday 27 
October 1.30-2.30pm Colville War 
Memorial Hall, free for 5-9yrs – up to 
30 participants (parents, please stay to 
supervise).

Come and build a playful puppet from 
simple materials to take home and use in your 
own stories.

Materials list (please bring if you can): 
glue guns and glue, scissors, buttons, 
coloured paper and coloured felt pieces.
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te taiao ENVIRONMENT

MEG
By Steph Parkyn

Wetland Wonders
With the recent visit of our winter 
lecture series speaker, Carolyn King 
(Emeritus Prof, University of Waikato) 

we were able to show her around some of our 
special northern Coromandel wildlife habitats. 

She was thrilled to see tūturiwhatu/dotterels 
pairing up on Little Bay beach, a fl ock of 
around 40 pāteke ducks in the branches 
of a pōhutukawa tree over a stream in 
Waikawau and this magnifi cent kōtuku 
(see photo) in Harataunga estuary. 

This kōtuku is a regular visitor to the 
estuary during the year, but it will be about 

to fl y south for breeding. Kōtuku breed 
in one location only in Aotearoa between 

September and February, in tall kahikatea-dom-
inated swamp forest near Whataroa, South Westland. 

Good luck for the coming journey!
Ferrets
One of the major threats to our native birds is feral 
ferrets. These introduced predators can attack even 
adult kiwi, not only chicks, so they have the potential to 

decimate populations. When we started fi nding ferrets caught in our 
traps around Coromandel Town a few years back, then later Colville 
and Waikawau, we became very concerned, making a special effort 
to purchase and install the larger DOC 250 ferret traps. While we 
haven’t captured ferrets for some time now, that doesn’t mean they 
still aren’t out there. Our winter lecture series speaker, Carolyn King, 

made it clear how wily and “trap-shy” some of these predators can be. 
Despite the challenge ferrets and other mustelids pose, she was very 
encouraging of our trappers’ work. “We must continue,” she says, 
“We must hold the line and preserve what species we have so that one 
day, if the tools become available to completely eradicate mustelids 
from NZ, we will still have our unique, endemic species to save.” 
Thank you, Carolyn, for an inspiring talk and sharing your wisdom 
from decades of mustelid research.
Matuku Muster
This October and November, MEG are participating in the great 
Matuku Muster, a nationwide survey to count the number of 
breeding male matuku-hūrepo Australasian bittern (a surprisingly 
big wetland bird you may never have seen which is now nationally 
critically endangered) by listening to them “booming”. The survey 
will occur all on the same dates and we are coordinating volunteer 
listeners for the Harataunga, Waikawau and Colville wetlands 
where we have heard and seen matuku before. Would you like to 
be involved? The dates are Friday-Sunday 18, 19, 20 October and 
Friday-Sunday 15, 16, 17 November. The listening period will be 1 
hour from 15 mins before sunset to 45 mins after sunset. Contact us 
info@meg.org.nz to be part of the team!

Wetlands are one of New Zealand’s most modifi ed and degraded 
habitats with less than 10% of the original extent remaining, but 
our local wetlands are home to a suite of species that are reliant 
on them, not only the matuku-hūrepo/Australasian bittern, but 
also mātātā/fernbird and moho pererū/banded rail, both at risk and 
declining. Predator control in these wetlands is crucial to protect the 
bird species still remaining. We are hoping this survey will identify 
important breeding areas for matuku where we need to focus new or 
add more predator control efforts. Ngā mihi nui.
Want to volunteer, become a member or fi nd out more about MEG? 
See our website www.meg.org.nz or email info@meg.org.nz

Driving Creek 
Conservation 
Park
By Kate James

Learning about 
rescuing birds
A little while ago our team attended a 
WildWays bird rescue workshop in Colville.

Moehau ki te Moana organised this 
one-day intense training opportunity with 
international bird rescue expert Dr Lynn 
Miller.

Lynn shared her expertise in the care of 
injured, ill or orphaned wild birds with our 
small group so that we can confi dently assess 
and respond to a bird rescue situation safely 
and make informed decisions. There was a 
presentation and a practical component. 

The course covered a lot of information 

about things like:
• Human health and safety in responding to 
wild birds in need (birds often carry diseases 
we can catch);
• Recognising illegal activity and evidence 
gathering if a native species has been inten-
tionally hurt or killed;
• Handling and housing to reduce stress, 
preserve feathers and physical damage;
• Nutritional considerations for injured 
birds. 

The key messages we learnt were that 
most injured birds sadly do not survive – 
even when we try our very best to help them. 
What we can do is ensure birds are carefully 
removed from situations where they are in 
danger (e.g., an injured bird is where a cat or 
dog might attack it), place the bird in a dark, 
well-ventilated box and put it in a quiet place 
until help can be accessed. 

Depending on 
the species or issue 
there are different 
helplines to call. For 
native or protected 
wildlife and cases 
where you suspect 
illegal activity has 
occurred (intentional 
harm to birds) call 
the Department of 
Conservation on 
0800 DOC HOT 
(0800 362 468); 
for welfare issues 

involving wildlife call MPI on 0800 008 
333; if you are concerned there is a disease 
killing wild birds (three or more birds sick or 
deceased) call MPI on 0800 809 966.

When you call any of these numbers it 
is good to have as much information as you 
can. Take photographs, note the location 
where the bird or birds are (or were collected) 
and any unusual things about the area. This 
might be things like signs of poison or 
contaminants, storm debris, or algal blooms. 

Learning about handling injured birds

Our team at the bird rescue workshop

Kōtuku in 
Harataunga 
Kennedy 
Bay
PHOTO 
BY ANNA 
SEPHTON

 

Contact us for control and prevention of  
insects, rodents and other pests! 

Phone Simon English on 002277  555555  11227711 
Email: ppeenniinnssuullaappeesstt..nnzz@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

www.peninsulapest.co.nz 
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Upper Coromandel 
Forest & Bird 
By Kate 
Donoghue

2024 AGM
Coromandel 
Forest & Bird 
is pleased 
to announce 
that Raewyn 
Peart from the Environmental 
Defence Society has kindly 
agreed to be the guest speaker 
at our AGM in October.

Raewyn will profi le 50 
years of environmental 
advocacy by the Environmen-
tal Defence Society and others, 
which she has recorded in her 
recent book Environmental 
Defenders. Starting in the 
early 1970s EDS has been 
involved in numerous cases 
on the Coromandel Peninsula 
and elsewhere, with a focus 
on coastal development 
and mining. Raewyn will 
describe how the law has been 
mobilised to protect some of 
the Peninsula’s most precious 
places. With the government 
rolling back many environ-
mental protections, these past 
experiences provide invaluable 
insights into responses to 
environmental controversies 
of today. 

Raewyn will be bringing 
copies of her her book 
Environmental Defenders, 
which will be available for sale 
after her talk.

We extend an invitation 
to those in the community 
who are interested in 
protecting and enhancing the 
local environment around 
Coromandel.

Saturday 12 October, St 
John Ambulance Rooms, Tiki 
Road, Coromandel Town. 
AGM begins at 11.30am, 
shared lunch 12-1pm (please 
bring something to share). 
Guest speaker, Raewyn Peart 
1-2pm. All welcome.
If any members of the 
community are interested 
in joining the Forest & Bird 
committee, please contact Kate 
James, (021 240 6442) or Kate 
Donoghue, (027 692 6494) 
before the meeting

Coromandel Recreational Fishing Club
By Shevana Davies, CRFC president

Fishing Report
Fishing is starting to pick up. One of our club members 
caught a decent sized kingfi sh in close and another member 
caught his limit from his kayak out of Tuateawa – so that’s 
awesome!
Fish of the Month
Eliza Dance weighed the only fi sh in for the month, a Piper 
weighing 0.055 kg. Well done Eliza. No adults weighed 
in fi sh. Fingers crossed the warmer weather brings in the 
bigger fi sh. Fish of the Month for October is kahawai for all 
members and yellowtail for Juniors.
Next competition
Our next competition 
is on Labour Weekend 
Sunday 27 October. 
Entry forms can be found 
at Fish, Dive and Hunt or 
Salty Towers. You can 
also fi nd us on Facebook 
“Coromandel Recreational 
Fishing Club”.

Remember to get your 
subs in ASAP.

Tight lines as always.
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Coromandel Golf Club
By Marilyn MacKenzie, Secretary 

The Golconda Cup’s third round and fi nal 
took place on Saturday 7 September, featuring a 
Net Medal competition and the best 2 of 3 rounds, successfully 
completed despite threatening weather conditions.

Ross Harper emerged victorious with a net score of 136, 
followed by Dawson Hansen as runner-up with a score of 139.

Our Men’s Club Captain, 
Richard Neal, presented the cup.

We are grateful to members 
who joined our special dinner on 
Thursday 12 September, which 
aimed to convey our heartfelt 
appreciation for Ross Mudgway’s 
unwavering commitment to our 
course’s upkeep, especially the 
greens, and his leadership of the 
green team for over fi ve years.

We also recognized Malcolm 
Stone’s profi ciency in securing grants for our club, appreciating 
the considerable time he invested in each application.

Our thanks was also extended to the Top Pub for an 
outstanding dinner.

Monday – Our After School Junior Golf Programme is 
back from Monday 14 October 3.30-4.30pm. All under-19 
years are welcome to attend. Course closed during Junior Golf 
Programme.

Tuesday – Ladies’ Club Day 9.30am Tee Off
Wednesday – Men’s Midweek Club Day 12.30pm Tee Off, 

Meatpack last Wednesday of the month.
Saturday – Members’ Club Day 12.30pm Tee Off
Affi liated visitors welcomed to all club days.
Happy golfi ng.

For more information phone Marilyn 027 253 7882 or 
email coromandelgolfclub@gmail.com

Coromandel Croquet 
Club  
By Raewyn 
McKinney

We are so lucky 
to have such a lovely setting for 
playing croquet. The outlook 
from the club is wonderful 
at every time of the year. 
Spring weather is notoriously 
changeable, but we do not often 
have to cancel our game days. 
The greens drain very well, so 
even after a day of heavy rain it 
is usually still possible to play.

We meet on Tuesdays for 
“association croquet” and 
Fridays for “golf croquet”, both 
days at 9.45am. We provide all 
of the equipment and a period 
of coaching before you need 
to commit to joining the club. 
Casual players are welcome to 
come along for a payment of $5 
per day. 
Anyone who would like to try 
one or both forms of croquet 
can call Lyn on 027 466 2661 
for more information. The club is 
situated in Woollams Ave next to 
the Bowling Club

Raewyn Peart
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Coromandel Tennis Club
We will be holding our Annual 
General Meeting at 1.30pm in the 
club rooms on Sunday 20 October.

Anyone who imagines that they 
might come and hit a tennis ball 
one day, please come along and 
have your say.

We have a very small 
membership but can guarantee that 
you will have someone to play with 
at 4pm on Thursdays after work, 
and at 2pm on Sunday afternoons. 

Everyone is welcome at all 
times.
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Classifi eds cost 30 cents per word – please email your words to 
corochronicle@gmail.com or call/text Debbie on 021 235 6648.Classifi eds

 PROFESSIONALS
A COROMANDEL PLASTERER. For 
new homes and all renovation requirements I 
offer 25+ years’ experience for a professional 
plastering fi nish. Doug Marsters 022 019 9255. 
ABBY’S HEALING HAVEN 021 352 
486. Chakra and energy clearing, crystal 
calibration 90 minutes - $140, appointments 
via video link or in person. Organic Ayurvedic 
facial massage, 30 min - $55.  Breakthrough 
Tapping session, 60 min - $100, an effective 
self mastery method for dealing with all stress 
and anxiety also self sabotaging behaviors. 
Online or in person. Intuitive Tarot and oracle 
reading, 45 minutes – $60. See more at 
www.abbyshealinghaven.com.
ALUMINIUM JOINERY MAINTENANCE 
Locks, handles, hinges, wheels. Call or text 
Mike, Coromandel Glass 027 661 0190.
BALLET CLASS FOR ADULTS. Venue: 
Coromandel Citizens’ Hall, Wednesdays, 
10am to 11.15am. $15. Phone Marilyn Swan 
027 336 5263. Registered Teacher and Life 
Member Royal Academy of Dance. Silver 
Swan’s® Licensee. Visitors are welcome.
BRICK AND BLOCK LAYER. Laurie 
Gordge (07) 866 8200, 027 494 9573, 
buddy10@xtra.co.nz.
BRICK AND BLOCK LAYING 
SPECIALISTS. L.B.P. Phone Joel 
021 0234 0210.
BUILDER - LICENSED. Prompt and 
tidy with over 20 years’ experience. 
Ph 027 475 6651.
CARPENTER WANTING WORK. 
Alterations, new houses, additions, no job 
too small, licensed building practitioner. 
Ph 021 675 575.
COROMANDEL BUILDING, Mark Henson 
LBP,  new builds, renovations, decks, fences. 
027 433 6260.
COROMANDEL HONEY LTD. Local 
beekeepers. Honey for sale and manuka sites 
wanted. Call Evan on 021 533 826.
COROMANDEL STUMP 
GRINDING. Local operator based in 
CoroTown. Contact now 027 451 2224 or 
email dynamictreecare@gmail.com.
GAIA DECORATORS LTD. Painting homes 
across the Coromandel. For all of your interior/
exterior painting needs. The professional fi nish 
for every building. Phone Mark for your free 
consultation 021 295 5532.
GIB STOPPER – RICHARD FIELD. 
Local and coastal. Ph 029 778 8645.
GIB STOPPER/PAINTER. Alpha Drywall, 
Geoff, local 022 027 0290.
GLASS REPAIR Call or text Mike 
Coromandel Glass 027 661 0190.

HEAT PUMPS. Sales and installation of 
Mitsubishi and Fujitsu heat pump/air condition-
ing. Based in Kuaotunu. Call Bill for a free 
no obligation quote 027 271 4803. 
www.dynamicelectrical-whitianga.co.nz. 
Warm or cool a medium sized bedroom with 
a Mitsubishi heat pump. Starting at $2000 
installed.
NEED A CONSENT? Local services for 
consent applications and project management. 
Get in touch with Jodie 020 424 2022 
consulting@kocianstudios.co.nz. 
NEED A PAINTER? Quality work for a fair 
price, no bullshit quotes and I can do your 
garden too. Ring Thomas on 028 400 4120.
POOL QUEEN LTD. Mobile Pool and Spa 
services Coromandel Peninsula. Call the Pool 
Queen to have your pool clean. Sharleena 
Tucker 027 316 3384.
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. Section 
clearing. We have tractor/frontend loader, 
tip trailer, slasher, post banger, log splitter, 
chainsaw, mowing. Anything considered. 
Te Kouma, Coromandel Town area. Ph Tony 
027 494 7692.
QUAD BIKES, RIDE-ON MOWERS. 
Repairs and servicing at Papa Aroha. Pickup 
and delivery can be arranged. Ph Mike 
027 223 7919.
ROOF KING LTD. New roofs, re-roofs, 
leaks, spouting, downpipes, and general 
maintenance. Ph Eli 021 160 6790.
SEWING ALTERATIONS. Experienced 
seamstress. Pam 021 122 9587.
SIMPLE GARDENING SERVICE - 
weeding, planting, tidying up, general 
maintenance. $30/hr or $25/hr for pensioners 
(minimum 2 hours) CoroTown and surrounding 
areas. Call/text Tamsyn 022 194 7306.
SOLAR SYSTEM DESIGN AND INSTALL. 
Good Energy your local solar specialists based 
in Whitianga. Ph Simon 021 242 3394.
VINYL LAYING. Best price 027 350 9242.

 FOR RENT
AIRBNB HOLIDAY ACCOMMODA-
TION available at Abby’s Healing Haven, 
sleeps fi ve in a separate three-bedroom house, 
walking distance to Coromandel Town, private, 
charming cottage with everything provided 
and a new spa bath on the back deck. Details, 
photos and AirBnB booking link on 
www.abbyshealinghaven.com.
HOLIDAY LET Gorgeous 2brm at Little Bay 
– sleeps 4. Private, modern, well appointed, 
sea view. Internet. Pet friendly by negotiation. 
5 min walk to sandy beach. Min 3 nights. For 
further details call Sharon 021 628 267.
SHOP/OFFICE/WORK SPACE FOR 
LEASE. 90 Tiki Road. Very versatile, suit 
a wide range of possibilities. Presently four 
offi ces. Please phone 020 4003 1399.  

 FOR SALE
COROMANDEL FLOWERS. For 
all of your fresh fl ower needs contact 
Elisabeth 021 211 9556.
FIREWOOD DRY! Delivered 
Coromandel Town and surrounding areas, 
good rates, phone/text 022 635 2841.
GRISELINIA HEDGE PLANTS, 
various sizes. Phone Ed 027 623 6205.
HAY FOR SALE $15.00 phone 
027 620 8915.

 WANTED
FIRE BRICKS OR CHIMNEY 
BRICKS. About 100 for Raku kiln. 
Please phone 021 108 1339.

 WORK WANTED 
DYNAMIC TREE CARE. Council 
approved professional local arborist 
service for all tree work. Fully qualifi ed, 
equipped and insured. Health and Safety 
compliant. Free quotes. Jobs large or 
small. Stump grinding. Call now (07) 866 
8177 or 027 451 2224.
HOME AND OFFICE CLEANING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE. Reasonable 
rates and a reliable, proven service. 
Please contact Lynda 027 227 5077.
TREE SERVICE. Dismantling or 
pruning. Free quotes. Call Jeremy 
Haszard 027 421 0603.

 PUBLIC NOTICES
MENZSHED FOR COROMANDEL?  
Interested in participating. Phone John 
027 481 2715.

 OTHER
AGE CONCERN FALLS 
PREVENTION Strength and Balance 
exercise class for seniors. Coromandel 
Gym, Pottery Lane Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10am, $2. Vickie (07) 866 
7894.
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If your meeting has been omitted, please email Debbie at 
corochronicle@gmail.com with the subject “meeting” or 
txt/ph 021 235 6648. Please include contact name and phone number.

Coromandel Town weekly and monthly meetings

Advertisers’ directory 

Every Day
Free meditation at Mahamudra (except during silent retreats) ................ 8.30-9am
Every Monday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Coromandel Hikers’ Group, Hauraki House, Murray Brown ( 07) 866 8602 ....9am
Monday Walkers, Woollams Ave car park north end, 
Tracy and Peter Kendall 027 333 4722 ..........................................................9am
Gold Fit at Coro Gym ................................................................................9.30am
Rummikub at The Club .............................................................................. 1-4pm
Line dancing beginners class, Anglican Church Hall, 
Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 ............................................................. 3-3.30pm
Line dancing, Anglican Church Hall, Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 ... 3.30-4.15pm
Coro Superstars, a performing arts group for 6-13-yr-olds, Anglican Hall, contact 
Claire 021 653 650 ....................................................................................... 5pm
Bridge, St John rooms .................................................................................. 7pm
Taizé 4-part harmony singing, Sally 027 302 4245 ................................... 7.30pm
Every Tuesday 
Croquet Club – Association Croquet, Woollams Ave, 
Lyn 027 466 2661 .................................................................... 9.45am-12.15pm
Coro Walking Group, meet outside The Bizarre, Ruth 027 338 3545 .............9am
Age Concern seniors’ exercise class, Coromandel Gym. $2 
Vickie 027 417 7077....................................................................................10am
Yoga for everyone, Colville Hall, Kate 021 125 3152 ....................................10am
Playcentre, Woollams Ave .............................................................. 10.30am-1pm
Na Ihowa Ahau after-school kids club (term time only), Anglican Hall, 
Anita 027 259 1085 ......................................................................... 3.15-4.45pm
Tai Chi, Waikato Events Centre (above the swimming pool), 
Christina 021 113 4768 ................................................................................ 4pm
Every Wednesday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Meditation at Mahamudra ................................................................ 8.15-8.45am
Pastel Artists Coromandel, Rose’s Studio, 
contact Allan (07) 866 8053 ................................................................ 9am-12pm
Gold Fit at Coro Gym ................................................................................9.30am
Ballet Class For Adults, Coromandel Citizens’ Hall, $15 per class. 
Marilyn 027 336 5263 ............................................................................ 10-11am
Coromandel Home-school group, Julene 020 4060 8102 ..................... 12.30pm
Kung Fu, Coromandel Hospital .................................................................. 5-7pm
Every Thursday
Coro Walking Group, meet outside The Bizarre, Ruth 027 338 3545  ............9am
Coro Art Group, Coro Flying Club, Lindsay (07) 866 7799................... 9am-12pm
Age Concern seniors’ exercise class, Coromandel Gym. $2 
Vickie 027 417 7077....................................................................................10am
Free Guided Meditation, Havalona Pyramid  .......................................... 10-11am
Movement for Equanimity (MFE), a well-being fascia movement class, 
contact Judy 021 0200 7550 ...................................................................  3-4pm
Line dancing beginners class, Anglican Church Hall, 
Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 ............................................................. 3-3.30pm
Line dancing, Anglican Church Hall, Jeni Mudgway 021 022 75341 .. 3.30-4.15pm
Coromandel Tennis Club “club day” ......................................................... 4.30pm
Yin Yoga with Toni, Event Centre, $10-$20, Toni 020 4076 1526  ......... 5-6.15pm
Recova 12-step addiction recovery meeting, 100 Pound St (orange house), 
Liz 027 436 2800 ...................................................................................... 6-7pm
Free drop-in Dharma talk or video at Mahamudra  ................................ 7-8.30pm
Every Friday
Step Aerobics at Coro Gym ...........................................................................8am
Community Gardens volunteer day ..................................................... 9am-12pm
Yoga for everyone, Anglican Hall, Kate 021 125 3152 ....................................9am
Croquet Club – Golf Croquet, Woollams Ave, Lyn 027 466 2661 9.45am-12.15pm
Chess Club, Weta Cafe, Mike 027 304 9252 ............................................9.30am
Playcentre, Woollams Ave ......................................................... 9.45am-12.15pm
Coromandel Bowling Club social evening at the Club  .........................  3.30-7pm
Coromandel Flying Club social gathering, all welcome  ............................ 5.30pm
Every Saturday
Coromandel Homegrown Market, Wharf Rd (summer only) ................... 9am-1pm
RSA Coromandel, RSA Club Rooms Woollams Ave. 
President Kevin Stone (07) 866 7576 .................................................... 3.30-7pm
Every Sunday
Anglican Church Service  ............................................................................ 10am
Coromandel Tennis Club “club day” .............................................................. 2pm
Monthly
1st Mon – Coro Patchwork & Quilters, St John rooms, 
Sharon Currie 027 299 695 ........................................................ 9.30am-3.30pm

3rd Mon – Coro Patchwork & Quilters, St John rooms, 
Sharon Currie 027 299 695 ........................................................ 9.30am-3.30pm
2nd Tues – Cancer Support Group, St John rooms 
John Walker 027 482 0435 .........................................................................10am
1st Wed – Coro Embroiderers’ Guild, St John rooms, 
Helen Pearce (07) 866 8460. .............................................................. 10am-3pm
1st Wed – Lions dinner meeting (winter time), St John rooms. 
Sue Hughes 021 142 1124 .......................................................................... 6pm
2nd Wed – Garden Circle. Kath Denize (07) 866 7441, 022 413 6573  ........ 1pm
2nd Wed – Car Club meeting at The Club, Bruce 027 249 0878 .................. 4pm
3rd Wed – Lions business meeting (winter time), St John rooms. 
Sue Hughes 021 142 1124 .......................................................................... 6pm
Last Thurs – Green Drinks at Star & Garter ................................................. 5pm
Last Thurs – DCR Music and Art Night .................................................. 6.30pm
3rd Fri – Dances of Universal Peace, The Pyramid, Sue 022 159 1571 ..10.30am
1st & 3rd Sun – Church Service at St Andrew’s Church, Rings Road ..........10am

Company Page
Alpha Drywall 22
Ann Kerr-Bell – Natural Medical Centre 12
BP Coromandel Service Station 23
Coro Gym 27
Coromandel Concrete and Landscape Services 16
Coromandel Marine Farmers’ Association 11
Coromandel Open Studios Arts Tour 25
Coromandel Oyster Company 7
Coromandel Plumbing (1986) Ltd 12
Dynamic Tree Care 14
Fairview Thames (Veal Enterprises Ltd) 6
Fish, Dive, Hunt 8
Four Square Coromandel 21
Gaia Decorators 2
Good Energy 6
Harcourts 17
Hauraki Taxation Service Ltd 16
HD Diggers 20
ITM 10
James and Turner 8
James Drainage ‘97 Ltd 15
Johnston Fencing 8
Llandem Consulting Engineers Ltd 4
Mana 21
Matt Hobbs Plumbing & Drainlaying Ltd 15
Michael Wood Builders Ltd 18
Mint Homes 20
Parr Builders 11
Peninsula Electrical Services Ltd 2
Peninsula Pest Services 26
Perfect Air Coromandel 32
Purnell Lawyers 14
Rapaura Watergardens 3
Revell Architectural Design 4
Richardsons Real Estate 9
Rob’s Small Motor Repairs 24
Scott Simpson MP 10
Star & Garter 5,19
Super Liquor 23
Tara King Interior Design 3
TCDC 13
Trinity Network 31
Twentymans 22
Waitaia Nursery 18
Whitianga Flooring Xtra/Tile Warehouse 19
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High tide 10.48am (2.6m), 11pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 4.30am (0.3m), 4.47pm (0.4m)

High tide 4.14am (2.4m), 4.56pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 10.33am (0.4m), 11.07pm (0.3m)

High tide 10.39am (3.1m), 11.05pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 4.20am (-0.2m), 4.46pm (0m)

High tide 7.01am (2.4m), 7.16pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 12.47am (0.5m), 1.04pm (0.4m)

High tide 11.26am (2.5m), 11.39pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 5.06am (0.3m), 5.27pm (0.5m)

High tide 5.20am (2.5m), 5.53pm (2.7m) 
Low tide 11.35am (0.3m)

High tide 6.21am (2.7m), 6.47pm (2.9m) 
Low tide 12.04am (0.2m), 12.32pm (0.1m)

High tide 7.17am (2.9m), 7.40pm (3.0m) 
Low tide 12.58am (0m), 1.24pm (1.24m)

High tide 8.10am (3.0m), 8.31pm (3.1m)
Low tide 1.50am (-0.2m), 2.15pm (-0.1m)

High tide 9am (3.1m), 9.22pm (3.1m) 
Low tide 2.41am (-0.3m), 3.05pm (-0.1m)

High tide 9.50am (3.1m), 10.13pm (3.0m) 
Low tide 3.31am (-0.3m), 3.55pm (-0.1m)

High tide 7.45am (2.5m), 7.56pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 1.29am (0.4m), 1.44pm (0.4m)

High tide 12.08pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 5.45am (0.4m), 6.13pm (0.5m)

High tide 8.25am (2.6m), 8.34pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 2.08am (0.3m), 2.21pm (0.3m)

High tide 12.23am (2.4m), 12.55pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 6.28am (0.4m), 7.04pm (0.6m)

High tide 9.02am (2.6m), 9.11pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 2.45am (0.3m), 2.57pm (0.3m)

High tide 1.11am (2.3m), 1.50pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 7.18am (0.5m), 8.02pm (0.6m)

High tide 9.37am (2.6m), 9.46pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 3.20am (0.3m), 3.33pm (0.3m)

High tide 2.05am (2.3m), 2.52pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 8.17am (0.5m), 9.04pm (0.6m)

High tide 10.12am (2.6m), 10.22pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 3.55am (0.3m), 4.09pm (0.3m)

High tide 3.07am (2.3m), 3.55pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 9.25am (0.5m), 10.07pm (0.5m)

High tide 11.29am (2.9m), 11.56pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 5.09am (-0.1m), 5.39pm (0.2m)

High tide 12.21pm (2.8m) 
Low tide 5.58am (0.1m), 6.35pm (0.3m)

High tide 12.49am (2.6m), 1.17pm (2.6m) 
Low tide 6.50am (0.3m), 7.34pm (0.5m)

High tide 1.44am (2.4m), 2.15pm (2.15m) 
Low tide 7.47am (0.4m), 8.36pm (0.6m)

High tide 2.43am (2.3m), 3.16pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 8.50am (0.6m), 9.37pm (0.6m)

High tide 3.43am (2.3m), 4.14pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 9.55am (0.6m), 10.34pm (0.6m)

High tide 4.44am (2.3m), 5.08pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 10.55am (0.6m), 11.26pm (0.5m)

High tide 5.40am (2.3m), 5.56pm (2.4m) 
Low tide 11.47am (0.6m)

High tide 6.30am (2.4m), 6.41pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 12.13am (0.5m), 12.33pm (0.5m)

High tide 7.15am (2.5m), 7.22pm (2.5m) 
Low tide 12.56am (0.4m), 1.13pm (0.4m)
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M
ake sure your event gets listed

To get your event listed, email the details to Debbie at 
corochronicle@gmail.com with the subject “event”. 
Published subject to space availability, with preference 
to not-for-profi t groups. 
Regular meetings aren’t included here – please see 
weekly and monthly meetings on page 29.

KEY
           New moon                  Full moon

Tide times and heights from Land Information NZ and are for Coromandel Harbour. 
For Thames times -15min High and -18min Low. 

Rubbish and recycline collection for Coromandel Town), Te Kōuma, Manaia, 
Coromandel Rural North, and Thames Coast 

 
Put red lid rubbish bin  

Put recycling bin (plastic 1, 2 & 5
 

and food scap bin out 
tins, paper, card), glass recycling bin

 
  

and food scrap bin out

 
  



Contact us for a free 
confidential appraisal and 
we can discuss our very 
competitive commission rates. 

We are open 7We are open 7
days  a week, calldays  a week, call
in anytime.in anytime.

“WWE VVAALUE PEEOPLE,, NOT JJUST TTRANSAACTIONNS”.

More listings on our website or call into our office at 65 Wharf Road (opposite 4 Square)

Coromandel, 2999 Long Bay Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/2999-long-bay-road-coromandel

Enquiries Over $2,950,000

4 3 1 2

Enquiries Over $940,000

3 1 1 1

Coromandel, 19 Puriri Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/19-puriri-road-coromandel

Asking Price $2,295,000

+ SAV + GST (if any)

Coromandel, Tidewater Motel & Tourist Park
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/270-tiki-road-coromandel-coromandel

Enquiries Over $780,000

3 1 1 1

Coromandel, 35 Mary-Ellen Place
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/35-maryellen-place-coromandel

Enquiries Over $850,000

3 2 1 2

Coromandel, 170 Golden Shore Place
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/170-golden-shore-place-coromandel

Enquiries Over $540,000

2 1 - 1

Coromandel, 410 Pagitt Street
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/410-pagitt-street-coromandel

Enquiries Over $590,000

2 1 1 1

Coromandel, 1447A Port Charles Road
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/1447a-port-charles-road-coromandel

Coromandel, 315 & 315A Woollams Avenue
www.trinityrealestate.co.nz/property/315-and-315a-woollams-ave-coromandel

Enquiries Over $1,200,000

Contact us on  07 866 7313 

The Network Licensed REAA (2008)



 

07 866 4140 

sales@perfectaircoromandel.co.nz 

www.perfectair.co.nz 

32 Campbell street Whi anga 

Total Heat Pump Solutions 
 

From simple single room heat pump solu ons to whole home central hea ng, hot 
water heat pumps and heat recovery ven la on systems. Contact Perfect air for your 

free no obliga on assessment and quote. Ask us about Warmer Kiwi Homes heat 
pump subsidies available in our area. 


